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Montana Newspaper Hall of Fame
William McClure Bole was 33 when he arrived almost 
penniless in Montana in 1891.
While in St. Paul for the previous 12 years, he had worked 
as a printer, bought an interest in a weekly and gained 
prominence in municipal politics. Mr. Bole amassed what 
was then a sizable fortune. But when he returned from a 
walking tour of England, Scotland and Ireland, he found 
he had lost his investments during a depression.
He moved west and joined the Great Falls Leader as a 
printer, a trade he had learned as a boy on the St. Johnsbury 
(V t.) Caledonian and at the Riverside Press in Boston. 
Soon he was reporting for the paper; later he was promoted 
to city editor. In 1895 Mr. Bole and O. S. Warden bought 
the Tribune. Phenomenal success followed and after five 
years the only publication in Montana to pay higher divi­
dends was the Anaconda Standard. The partners sold the 
Tribune to W. A. Clark in 1900, and Mr. Bole purchased 
the Bozeman Chronicle and moved to Bozeman with his 
wife, Elizabeth (D ow ), whom he had married in 1881. 
They had one son, William Symington.
In 1905 Mr. Bole again teamed with his former partner,
O. S. Warden, to purchase the Great Falls Tribune. Twelve 
years later Mr. Bole sold the Chronicle, but he served as 
editor of the Tribune until his retirement in 1927.
Mr. Bole’s interest in education flourished in these later 
years, and he was instrumental in reorganizing the Uni­
versity during a critical period while a member of the State 
Board of Education from 1916 to 1920. He also was a 
trustee of the Montana State Historical Society. A prominent 
Democrat, he twice served as a presidential elector.
He was a resolute defender of the rights of Indians and 
was a leader in the establishment of the Rocky Boy Reser­
vation for landless Indians.
He was born May 30, 1858, in South Ryegate, Vt., the 
son of a Presbyterian minister, and he died at his home in 
Bozeman on Oct. 10, 1932, at the age of 74. Eulogies filled 
Montana papers, and among them was one in the Great 
Falls Tribune written by his old friend O. S. Warden:
“Straight as an arrow, William Bole in his long editorial 
career went to the truth. Knowing the truth and always 
holding to the truth, with strong conviction but friendly 
consideration he wrote the comment of the day.”
W i l l i a m  M c C l u r e  B o l e  
1858- 1932
Installed October 19, 1963
The Montana Newspaper Hall of Fame, established Aug. 16, 1958, is sponsored jointly by the Montana State Press Association 
and the Montana State University School of Journalism. A committee comprising six members of the State Press Association and 
the dean of the School of Journalism recommends to the Association one person for the Hall of Fame each year. A candidate may 
be nominated five years after his death.
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Dean A. L. Stone Address
THE AMERICAN SITUATION:
FAULT AND DEFAULT 
OF THREE INSTITUTIONS
B y E U G E N E  B U R D I C K
Dr. Burdick, co-author of the controversial novels Fail-Safe and The Ugly 
American, contends the press is partly responsible for what he terms a worsen­
ing in the quality of American life. Newspapers, he says, share the blame with 
corporations that shun risks and a political milieu in which a candidate's 
personality is more important than his philosophy. A Rhodes Scholar, Dr. 
Burdick is now an associate professor of political science at the University of 
California at Berkeley. H e is the author of two other novels, The Blue of 
Capricorn and The Ninth Wave, and he has written numerous articles for 
magazines and scholarly journals. H e has served the United States government 
as a consultant on foreign policy. This address was delivered May 3, 1964, 
at the eighth annual banquet honoring the first dean of the M SU School of 
Journalism.
I
The American situation is well captured in one of 
Lincoln’s favorite stories. If we remember that Lincoln’s 
jokes and stories were almost always parables, we might 
learn something from his story about the Little Major.
During the Civil War a group of recruits from one of 
the most unsavory parts of New York City was drafted into 
the army. These were city boys and they disliked army 
life, army discipline and army uniforms. They were dirty, 
irreverent and disorganized. Their muskets were dirty, 
they chose not to wear shoes, their uniforms were in tatters. 
They were the terror of every officer who had been assigned 
to command them.
The army, in despair, finally fell back on the Little 
Major. This was an officer who had been wounded three 
times, decorated three times and was just recovering from 
his latest injury. He was courageous and had a reputation 
for toughness. He merely happened to be small.
The first day he limped out in front of the company he 
ordered the sergeant to call the men to attention. He was
shocked. Many of the guns were defective, all were rusty. 
The lines were irregular. The men slouched at attention. 
In disgust the major told the sergeant to dismiss the com­
pany.
As they fell out a voice lifted from one of the rear ranks 
and said, “And a little child shall lead them.” The major 
did not indicate he had heard the remark.
That afternoon there was a notice on the bulletin board. 
It said:
‘Company A will muster at 0400 tomorrow morning. I 
Each soldier will carry a clean musket, forty rounds of1 
ammunition, a full pack and will wear or carry shoes. The s 
Company will do a forty-mile march . . . double-time. Andr 
a little child shall lead them riding a damned big horse.”
In his time and place the Little Major obviously acted] 
with great insight and ingenuity. He understood his people 
and he understood the problem. He supplied the answer.
Today, however, when the United States jumps astridej 
its big black horse, we find that our bare-footed allies are]
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not exactly jumping with joy at the prospects of trotting 
after us. Indeed, in some places like Laos or Viet Nam, 
they seem much more prone to fire their rifles (which we 
have provided) at us or to sell them to our enemies. If 
the situation really becomes boring or dangerous, they resort 
to what has become an international recreation: Burn the 
American Embassy.
A DREA D FU L W ORD
At home someone from the NAACP is almost certain to 
extract significance from the fact that the horse is black. 
And if any of the followers experience weariness, the 
Presidential Commission on Physical Fitness will express 
concern and call for a study. If the followers are foreigners 
and they lag, someone in Congress will accuse the Federal 
Government of supporting “neutralism.” This is, apparently, 
a dreadful word. Indeed, it is so vile that I could not find 
it even in The Dictionary of American Slang.
Let me state at once that I think a very good case can 
be made for the straggler, for the NAACP and for the 
neutralist. What we cannot make a good case for any longer 
is the big black horse. Even if one is the wildest chauvinist, 
he must concede that the world is getting rather crowded 
with big black horses and that the horses are so powerful 
that each now has the capacity to exterminate its enemies. 
The only flaw in this beautifully symmetrical system is that 
the horse who first kicks off the atomic war knows he must 
also perish.
One must also acknowledge that some little black horses 
around are very frisky. Most physicists believe that Israel, 
France, Egypt and perhaps a half dozen other powers 
can produce a small nuclear arsenal and the means to 
| deliver it. When one considers that the “means of delivery” 
might consist of a suitcase or, as things improve, an attache 
■case left inside the Pentagon or Congress, one begins to 
have some anxieties.
I intend to increase these anxieties. They are good for 
body and mental tone. In fact a little anxiety is necessary 
for real achievement. I have been told that the most happy 
people in our culture are those that most resemble the 
: vegetable— inert, bland, deep rooted, but not rooted in any- 
i thing very exciting. Somewhat like a potato.
LOSS OF PR ESTIG E
One thing is clear. In the past 20 years America has lost 
^status, prestige, property, lives and power around the world. 
Perhaps we should lose some of these things, although we 
never should lose lives by deliberated policy. But we should 
K not lose them in the way we are losing them. The time 
i of the imperialist power is over, but the Communists do 
Lnot yet realize that Americans were never imperialistic 
I and in the name of anti-imperialism they have paradoxically 
j created a new kind of imperialism. They now have a power
structure quite unique in the history of man. It is a power 
system which says it is committed to freedom but insists 
that one must first go through years of penitent slavery.
How did it come to pass that America, with every ad­
vantage, has lost most of the social battles it has undertaken ? 
Was it possible, as some have claimed, that we were sub­
verted from within by a handful of men? I doubt it. Is 
it possible that communism really is the answer which the 
masses seek every day: Where can I find bread, peace, and 
land? I doubt it. The reason for America’s tragic situation 
is much more complex.
As a society we are flawed and in some very basic ways. 
As an entire people, in the sense that Rousseau and Locke 
meant “a people,” we are not intact. We mistake conformity 
for a genuine civil community. We mistake enthusiasm 
for wisdom and, as a result, produce quite hideous forms 
of extremism—groups that chant with the zest of a rooting 
section (and with just about as much understanding of 
what the game is all about) for their particular ideology.
TH R E E  IN STITU TIO N S
In my opinion there are in American life three institu­
tions which have been responsible for the decline in the 
quality of our lives and which have changed the American 
situation for the worse. They also have the capacity to 
change it for the better.
The three institutions are the political party, the news­
paper and the corporation. My thesis is this: That we have 
made each of these institutions better, but in reforming 
them we also have taken a yeastiness, a zest, a brashness 
out of them. The net result: A diminution of our life and 
vitality.
The Corporation
Let me take the corporation first. In a remarkable book, 
Life in the Crystal Palace, Alan Harrington describes what 
modern corporate life is like. His title comes from a passage 
written by Dostoevski:
You believe, do you not, in a crystal palace which shall be 
forever unbreakable . . .  in an edifice, that is to say, at 
which no one shall be able to put out his tongue, or in 
any other way to mock? Now, for the very reason that it 
must be made of crystal, and forever unbreakable, and one 
whereat no one shall put out his tongue, I should fight shy 
of such a building.
The corporation life, which is shared by increasing mil­
lions, has a peculiar quality. Everything is public, every­
thing is proper and most of all everything is “democratic.”
No man can be arbitrary. No man can be a robber baron. 
No man can be final. Always there is a committee system 
which towers over him. The merit of the committee system 
is simple: It presents all alternatives, recommends none, is
Montana Journalism Review 3
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perfectly neutral and is always right. One alternative is 
adopted in a kind of weird fumbling way which scholars 
still are trying to untangle. The moment an alternative is 
selected the committee is vindicated: Its proposal was ac­
cepted. The fact that it proposed a dozen other alternatives 
would be recalled only by a cad.
The corporation was invented to “take risks.” The risks 
would be of two kinds. The corporation member would be 
risking his career and the corporation would be risking 
all on the future of the economy and society in which it 
operated.
Today both risks are gone. A person upon graduation 
from college can be told to the dollar (taking due account 
for anticipated inflation) where he will be living, what he 
will be making and what his wife will be like 10, 20, 30 
years later. After about 40 years of service one thing is 
certain: The employe of a corporation will be given a pin 
and a retirement dinner.
R ISK  RED U CED
Most corporations today also have given up the risk busi­
ness in a money sense. W ith the use of computers and 
economists and committees, they manage to reduce the risk 
to close to nothing. The calculations are so close, the fear 
so great, the timidity so pervasive that the corporation has 
become a giant factory in which there is very little risk.
Today corporations will not go overseas and “take risks” 
because things are uncertain. True, the chance for profit is 
great, but so is the chance of expropriation. So the corpora­
tion stays home. And, as a world influence, America 
languishes.
One of the most biting indictments of American corporate 
life was written by Charles Beard. His thesis: Private 
corporations, in their zeal to be secure, have been the most 
energetic force of socialization. They wish the government 
to underwrite their losses and hope it will not tax their 
profits. The result we all know too well. Scores of businesses 
say to the government, “To save free enterprise you must 
support our business, but to support any other business 
would be socialism.”
One of the sad results— sad in the terms of diminution 
of the quality of life—is that executives of the giant cor­
porate structure are as bureaucratic as their counterparts in 
government.
The Political Party
Now let’s examine the political party. Not mentioned in 
the Constitution, it probably was originated by Jefferson 
and Madison, brought to full strength by Jackson and is 
now the main avenue to political power. Presumably the 
party was to allow the people to straighten out their 
thoughts on whom they would support and to create the
informal structure through which tension could be main­
tained in politics. Let us look at some of the results.
Today 40 per cent of the citizens in America never 
register and never vote. Were I able to push a button that 
would force these people to vote, I would not do it. Voting 
studies have indicated that these are the most bloody 
minded among us; they come into politics only when it 
seems to offer a chance for emotional or physical violence; 
they are the most authoritarian minded and they are the 
most ignorant. This great fragment of nonparticipating 
citizens is one of the challenges that faces the American 
political future.
What of the participating citizens—the ones who turn 
out at the polls and vote? How have they fared at the , 
hands of the political parties? Rather badly. Let me cite ' 
some of the firmer findings of the voting studies:
1. Forty per cent of the voters do not know that there 
are two senators from each state;
2. Most males vote the politics of their family unless they 
dislike both parents. Then they don’t vote or in smaller 
numbers vote against the party of their parents;
3. Women vote the politics of the dominant male in their' 
environment;
4. Most voters have little or no knowledge of the issues 
that separate the two parties;
5. There is no such thing as an “independent voter.” * 
So called independents usually are trying to impress the 
pollster. Or they can’t remember which party they belong 
to.
Bernard Berelson, a serious scholar of voting tendencies,1 
has concluded that in the classic terms set down by John? 
Locke, Jefferson, the founding fathers, Rousseau and the; 
Anglo-Saxon tradition, Americans are massively under­
equipped to make rational political choices. i-
What has happened more recently is the rise of personality 1 
as a crucial factor in voting. This weakens the political 
party, but is it truly better? Does it make for a more 
knowledgeable participant in politics?
B A T T L E  O F PERSO N A LITIES
There are some reasons to be pessimistic. The Presidential; 
race of 1960 between Nixon and Kennedy was almost com­
pletely a battle between two personalities, both using every* 
means at their disposal to play on the fears as well as the 
hopes of the voters.
What is dangerous about voting for a sincere and warm 
person? Nothing, except that politics was not designed tc'Jf 
be a popularity contest. It was thought to be a chance tc*| 
air issues. No issue has yet been solved merely by a smile H 
or by playing on a fear. >
Montana Journalism Review4
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The Newspaper
Now for a third source of anxiety: The mass media, of 
which the newspaper is probably the most influential. There 
was a time when newspapers were political giants. Their 
endorsement could win or lose an election for they were 
the only means by which people received information.
Today the readers of the Chicago Tribune scan the sports 
page, breeze over the stock quotations, dwell lovingly on a 
[ murder, become avid when the murder is complicated by 
sex and/or money. But the readers ignore the Republican 
| endorsements of the Tribune and vote Democratic in the 
I great majority of cases.
( In short, as an instrument of political dialogue and educa­
tion and influence the Tribune is almost powerless. This is 
I true of almost every paper in the country. Most papers 
opposed Roosevelt and he won. In some cases it even seems 
that endorsement by a newspaper is sure ruin. One seasoned 
politician told me he would rather be mentioned every day 
in a scandal on the front page of a paper than receive its 
editorial endorsement.
Why this has happened I do not know fully. I do know 
that newspapers are monumentally secretive about the things 
I that interest me. Again some examples:
I I am interested in Viet Nam because I want that country 
1 saved from communism and given a chance to develop in 
I its own way. American newspapers seldom mention that 
I if Viet Nam is lost all of Southeast Asia is lost. And they 
1 never mention the fact that it is common knowledge that 
I we do not have any 18,000 servicemen in that country—we 
• have perhaps three times that many. Nor do the newspapers 
i tell us what their reporters in Saigon know: American 
I casualties are much higher than are reported. An American 
■ has to be wounded or killed in a special manner in Viet 
\ Nam to be listed as “wounded or killed in action.” Nor 
j do the newspapers tell us that the competition between the 
I armed forces to develop a mach 2 or 3 plane for use in a 
' large-scale atomic war left us unequipped to deliver planes 
| that could give close-in fire support to slow-flying helicopters.
PU BLIC UN IN FORM ED
Everyone in Saigon, Hanoi, Peking and Moscow knows 
I  about these things. The one group that is blissfully ignorant 
I  is the American public.
Take another example. I am interested, and I think most 
i of you are interested, in precisely what happened in Dallas 
I on November 22 of last year. I have talked with Mark Lane, 
I the attorney representing Lee Harvey Oswald both before 
I the Warren Commission and in countless speeches here and 
I  abroad. I happen to disagree with the import of Mr. Lane’s 
I  evidence which, I think, suggests that there was a right-wing
Montana Journalism Review
conspiracy to assassinate the President. But I completely 
approve of his defense of a man who is not only thoroughly 
disliked but also dead. It is a bizarre situation, but it 
calls for wide discussion.
Some questions Mr. Lane or others have raised:
1. Ruby had been to Cuba shortly before the assassination 
and was involved in a sale of jeeps to the Castro regime;
2. Witnesses swear they heard from four to six shots 
in Dallas. The Dallas police say this is impossible. The 
reason: They found only three cartridge shells;
3. The Dallas district attorney talked easily of the cab 
driver who had picked up Oswald shortly after the assassina­
tion. Upon investigation the name turned out to be wrong. 
A little later the cab driver could not be found and no 
record of him could be located;
4. Some witnesses have said that the bullet that killed 
President Kennedy entered through the throat, and others 
testified there was a hole in the windshield. If these two 
statements are true, Oswald had overcome the laws of physics 
and had developed a bullet that could turn in mid-flight 
and pick up motion in an opposite direction.
I do not know if these things are true. What I do know 
is that it is the responsibility of the press to investigate, push, 
bird-dog and exhaust every such queston. If the President 
was the victim of a conspiracy, from right or left, I would 
like to know. But when Mr. Lane spoke in San Francisco 
recently, no newspaper carried an account of his questions.
W H A T DOES IT  MEAN?
What does all this mean, this subtle weakening and change 
in function of three important institutions of American 
life? The corporation in its non-productive aspects, in its 
role as a conditioner of men, has gone into a subtle and 
confusing decline just as have the newspapers and the 
political parties. I am suggesting that all of these institu­
tions have become members of The Establishment. They 
want not to rock the boat—very, very much they want not 
to rock the boat.
The result of not rocking the boat has a vital impact on 
the things that concern me most vitally: The taming of 
communism, the creation of a free and viable world, the 
growth of strong individuals around the globe. Just as we 
stand at the edge of the most exciting adventure in history, 
we are crippling ourselves. We are, as if out of some savage 
masochism, not using our muscles, our techniques, our brain 
power, our staggering potential.
Remember: In the knowledge of man we are the only 
country that has the power and capacity to exercise im- 
perium , as leaders in a cooperative relationship with others, 
without resorting to imperialism. It is a precious gift. We 
should not throw it away.
5
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MISS APPLEKNOCKER 
GETS THE STORY
B y D O R O T H Y  M. J OHNS OI S l
Given a fashion-story assignment on the island of Mykonos in the Aegean Sea, ] 
Professor Johnson, the J-SchooTs peripatetic author, headed east by jet during j 
her summer vacation. She was a bit uneasy about the ”chi-chi vocabulary” of 
snooty fashion people. But she did know a guimpe from  a gusset, and she was v 
adept at getting information by the appleknocker approach.” In this article, !] 
Professor Johnson describes her literary adventure on the Greek isle. She is \ 
secretary-manager of the Montana State Press Association and editor of its I 
monthly publication, Montana Fourth Estate. H er sixth book will be published j 
later this year.
I admire the fearless, ingenious journalistic types who 
get the story by striding confidently across international 
borders, conversing fluently in the langue du pays, even if 
it’s an obscure dialect of Upper Slobbovia.
My situation was a little different last summer when I 
went after a magazine article on the Greek island of 
Mykonos in the Aegean Sea. I ’m not fluent in any language 
except English and I ’m not confident. Anybody can bully 
me. (W hy else would I be confessing all this?)
I got into the situation voluntarily. T he W riters Year­
book  told about a new magazine, Continental, that was 
interested in travel and gracious living. So am I, if they’re 
for me, so I wrote to the editor, Robert M. Hodesh, with 
whom I had done business when he was with Ford Times. 
He didn’t care for my idea about travel in Greece, but he 
had one of his own. Here’s part of his letter.
On the island of Mykonos, a cheap and easy run from 
Athens (I  th ink), there is a designer of casual women’s 
clothes called Joseph Salahas. He is, as a matter of fact, 
one of three similar designers on the island. Their suc­
cess, I am told, has made Mykonos sought after by stylish 
and well-to-do ladies— in fact, the casual style center of 
the Aegean.
I ’d like to see a story of 1,000 words on this phenome­
non— something about each designer, something about 
how they got started in this business, who the customers 
are, something about Mykonos, how would Sappho have 
taken to a Salahas bikini, are these styles available else­
where in the world or are they exclusive.
Now, do you perchance take pictures? W e’ll need to 
illustrate the story somehow and I’d like to have your 
thoughts on this.
Me, write a fashion story? But fashion people are snooty. 
They’d mow me down— and I mow down easily in a foreign 1 
language. I do know a guimpe from a gusset, but that 1 
chi-chi vocabulary the fashion writers use—oh, dear. Still, > 
I had learned enough strange vocabulary to write about j 
fluoridation of public water supplies, the use of steel in 
dam construction and carbon monoxide as a cause of high­
way accidents, and I ’m still no science writer.
On the other hand, all that interviewing was in plain old \ 
English. On the other hand from that, what Continental | 
would pay if the story turned out well would cover a big j 
chunk of my round-trip fare to Athens, and I was going I 
anyway for other research.
I wrote a lot of letters. The Royal Greek Embassy Infor- I 
mation Service referred me to the Handicrafts Organization i  
in Athens and to the Piraeus Chamber of Commerce. (Little 1 
did Themistocles guess, when he made Piraeus the port of 1 
Athens in 493 B.C., that it would sometime have a Chamber j  
of Commerce.) I got some names of designers and weavers, 1 
but no word of Salahas.
I bought a camera, not liking the two I had. I don’t like !  
the new one, either. It is almost entirely automatic, but it j  
is not automatic enough for the brilliant light of Greece. By l  
the time I started out, however, the editor had lined up a i
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professional photographer traveling in Europe for Holiday. 
He also had discovered that he needed that article for a 
specific issue. So this was no longer just a maybe thing, to 
do if I felt like it. It was a professional obligation.
The boat trip from Piraeus to Mykonos takes 10 or 11 
hours, and the ship is no cruising palace. It got there late 
at night, and I cried into the darkness, “Leto! Leto!” A 
grim-looking Greek picked up my bags and started walking.
I trotted behind him, chirping, “Leto? Leto?” He just kept 
going. Leto was the divine mother of Apollo and Artemis, 
who were born on the nearby island of Delos. Leto is also 
the name of a hotel on Mykonos, and after a long walk 
through dark alleys and along the waterfront, the porter 
delivered me there.
Thus began five days of hard work on a sun-drenched 
island where other tourists spent all their time swimming. 
I never even saw a swimming beach. I had five days to do 
a job and no way to guess how much time was needed.
T H E  APPLEKN OCKER APPROACH
All I know about how foreign correspondents get the 
story came from reading suspense novels. I used the apple- 
knocker approach, wringing my hands and telling every­
body my troubles. In Athens, this had got me the name of 
Yiannis Galatis, a Mykonos designer said to be a boy genius. 
(He is, too.) The manager of the Hotel Leto gave me 
another lead: Peter’s House, named for the island’s most 
famous resident, a pelican that flew in several years ago and 
decided to stay. (No use writing about Peter. Reader s 
Digest had already had him.)
The appleknocker approach also worked at the police 
station. A uniformed man with a Tourist Police insigne 
didn’t even try to tell me how to find the shops. He silently 
led me through the blinding white maze of the village and 
delivered me at the spot.
Galatis’ parents were in his shop. They speak Greek and 
French. While Papa went out to find Galatis, who speaks 
English, I admired the merchandise and ventured to ask 
Mamma whether a certain sweater was for a man. But I 
omitted one syllable from the Greek anthropos, and she 
indignantly informed me that it was not from Andros— it 
was from Mykonos.
G A LA TIS A RRIVES
When Galatis came— aged 23, carrying a kitten on his 
shoulder—I told him my problem, and it looked as if the 
story were going to blow up right there because he said 
casually, " Life  magazine was here, took a lot of pictures 
of my designs.” Tear sheets of articles from several Euro­
pean magazines decorated his walls.
Later, in another shop, they told me that a writer from 
The Atlantic had been around. It began to look as if the de­
signers of Mykonos didn’t need any attention from me—
but I have yet to see anything about them in Life  or The 
Atlantic.
It developed that there was a certain amount of jealousy 
between Galatis and Peter’s House. This was advantageous; 
the people at both shops became very helpful indeed after 
they began to suspect they might be competing for publicity.
I didn’t suggest they were, but I didn’t discourage the idea, 
either.
Still almost as ignorant about fashion as Eve was, I simply 
asked questions by the hour: How much is this? Oh, 600 
drachmas. (I did the arithmetic later, dividing by 30 to 
get dollars.) Do you weave this fabric yourself? Raw 
silk?—oh, yes, from the Peloponnesus. That skirt is pretty— 
do you make it in other color combinations? Do you make 
that coat with long sleeves instead of short ones? How long 
would it take you to make a dress like that for me? (Four 
days for weaving and sewing—and it cost only $30. But I 
didn’t have time to wait.)
I drew little sketches and made quantities of notes, tran­
scribing them into some kind of sense each afternoon at the 
Leto when all sensible people were taking siesta.
I found Joseph Salahas but no story there. He’s a tailor 
who bills himself L e Roi des Pantalones—King of Pants— 
but there were no pretty clothes around to write about. 
Communications broke down, too, when an interpreter he 
had called in from the street had to go on about his own 
affairs. Salahas speaks no English. Wanting to tell him 
I ’d be back, but unable to remember “tomorrow” in French, 
I proclaimed, “Today plus one, I shall return.”
PLEASE, W H ER E’S T H E  SEA?
Professors in the University’s Department of Foreign 
Languages consider my attitude heretical. When I can’t 
say something right (that is, most of the time), I go ahead 
and try to say it anyway. Every day I asked, “Please, where 
is the sea?” in limping Greek a dozen times; otherwise, I’d 
never have got out of those winding streets and back to 
the harbor. It’s no use trying to follow directions like “Turn 
left at the church,” because little Mykonos has 365 churches, 
all white-washed.
Almost every day I wrote the photographer a letter in 
ink and sweat. He was flitting casually all over Europe, 
and I didn’t know whether he would be in Barcelona or 
Rome, in Frankfort or London. So I wrote to him every­
where, describing the clothes and telling him the problems 
he’d face.
One big problem would be models, I warned him. The 
young tourists with good figures looked awful because salt­
water swimming had ruined their hair. Older women, who 
took care of their hair, were hideously sunburned and 
probably didn’t look very good at their best.
One day the Leto manager handed me a radiogram, and 
the shock gave me the shudders.
Montana Journalism Review 1
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“Why are you afraid?” she demanded. “You are business 
woman. So you get radiograms. Yes?”
But I ’m not an international business woman. I do not 
get radiograms. This one was from Brussels; Continental’s 
editor wanted to know if there was a story, and was I getting 
it? I replied that there was, and I was.
A pattern had emerged slowly from all this looking and 
questioning. Galatis designs for the young, high-style crowd. 
No woman over 25 should wear his clothes. But Peter’s 
House had elegant, subdued garments with some shape to 
them. There was the theme, the gimmick— and what a 
relief to find it!
So dauntless Dorothy, girl fashion expert, got the story 
and wrote it three weeks later in Missoula, Mont. Some 
weeks after that, the editor telephoned from Detroit: Not a 
word had been heard from the foot-loose photographer. The
If you haven’t lived in a small town, you haven’t known 
spring. Oh, the city has its spring all right, but it’s more a 
calendar call-to-arms than a feeling that gets you right here.
Spring is a seducer. She comes up from the South with 
soft mists in her hair and warm winds in her mouth. And 
she comes overnight. But you know when she’s come. You 
wake to find a canopy of green spread over the world.
In the city spring is an artificiality— something that is 
taken out of mothballs and worn. But that’s the city way. 
W e’re told that Californians dye their lawns to create the 
illusion of everlasting spring freshness. Now this is all 
wrong. Spring can only last so long and still be spring and 
still have the magic which it weaves. City folks don’t know 
this. They don’t know when winter ends and spring begins. 
But ask any small-town youngster and he’ll establish its 
limits with an explicitness beyond argument.
Spring comes to a small town about knee-deep in May.
rush article couldn’t be used without pictures.
When the sea is rough in Mykonos Harbor, horny-handed 
seamen toss arriving passengers from the ship into a plung­
ing motor launch. I don’t know whether they ever lose one, 
but I visualized the photographer’s pitiful corpse rolling 
gently on the sand at the bottom of the sea, weighted down 
with cameras.
Later the editor reported that the photographer had 
checked in with about a thousand beautiful color shots, and 
it would take the staff all winter to choose among them.
The article was paid for months ago, but it hasn’t been 
published yet. I wonder what the photographer did about 
models. Maybe he, too, used the appleknocker approach, 
telling his troubles to everybody, and shapely girls with 
glossy hair and no sunburn stepped out of doorways all over 
Mykonos.
Spring: The Way It Is in a Small Town
By J O H N  F R O O K *
When the ice on the creek goes mushy and rubbery, it’s • 
spring. When gophers stick their heads out of brown 
holes, it’s spring. When little boys shed their jeans and 
take to the old swimmin’ hole still skimming with rotten ‘ 
ice, it’s spring. When cries of “no fudging” stir the air, | 
it’s spring.
There’s much to do— and see— and smell. Oh, the smells | 
of spring— what a pity we’ve only one nose. And the sights— 
the sights of winter’s rains and ruins. These are spring t 
things to a small town. Things a city dweller never knows j 
nor feels. And most of all it is feeling— feeling the rebirth, | 
the hope, the prospects of a new season.
*M r. Frook, a 1963 graduate of the MSU School of Journalism, 
wrote this change-of-pace editorial for an assignment in the Edi­
torial W riting course. He is now studying for a master’s degree 
in journalism at UCLA.
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MONTANA’S DAILY PRESS IN THE 
1962 CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGN
By P R I N T E R  B O W L E R
Journalism students in Senior Seminar must complete an extensive project 
incorporating both the essentials of scholarly research and the qualities of 
depth reporting. This article is taken from  a senior paper by Printer Bowler 
’63, now a graduate student in the MSU School of Journalism and a former 
editor of the student daily newspaper, the Montana Kaimin. Bryson Taylor ’63, 
now a reporter on the Great Falls Tribune, assisted in the study.
How impartial is the Montana daily press in its pre­
election political coverage?
* This study attempts to help provide an answer to that 
; recurring question. Although it does not pretend to produce 
a conclusive reply, this research does present a general sum­
mary of the 1962 Montana congressional campaign coverage 
: in 14 of the state’s daily newspapers.1
The period covered in the study is from Oct. 1, 1962, 
i through election day, Nov. 6, 1962. The candidates were 
James Battin, Republican incumbent, and Leo Graybill, 
Democrat, in the First (Eastern) District; and Arnold Olsen,
; Democratic incumbent, and Wayne Montgomery, Republi- 
: can, in the Second (Western) District. Both incumbents 
were re-elected.
Before forming conclusions from the statistics, the reader 
y should be aware of several conditions and restrictions affect- 
' ing this study. Only news stories and photographs were 
: measured; feature articles, editorials, columns or special 
j articles were not included. Measurement of news pictures 
t‘ includes cutlines and headlines. All measurements were 
j computed by column-inches to the nearest half-inch. The 
statistical results were divided into front-page coverage, in- 
i side-page coverage and total coverage. Political advertising 
i in each of the 14 newspapers also was tabulated by column- 
i inches.2
While statistics may provide a general indication of news
’Not included in the study are the Anaconda Standard, circulated 
as an insert in the Butte Montana Standard, and the Missoula 
Sentinel, afternoon edition of the M issoulian. See also "Montana’s 
Daily Press in the I9 6 0  Campaign” by Senior Seminar students 
> in the 1961 Montana Journalism  Review, No. 4, pp. 7-12.
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coverage, final judgment of the treatment each candidate 
received is, of course, subject to other considerations. Some 
examples are the differences in quality and quantity of news
2Although an analysis of political advertising was only an inci­
dental part of this study, the manner in which advertising was 
used yielded some interesting facts. For example, Democrats Olsen 
and Graybill made liberal use of comparatively small ads (two 
columns wide and from two to ten inches deep) from the beginning 
of the campaign. Republicans Montgomery and Battin, however, 
waited until late in the campaign, then came out with larger ads 
(a typical size was eight columns by 10 or 12 inches deep). The 
Republicans also used party advertisements endorsing several 
candidates more frequently than did the Democrats. Thus the 
Democratic candidates had 61.3 per cent of the total number of 
ads, while the Republicans had 38.7 per cent. But in total inches, 
the Democrats had only 45.8 per cent, the Republicans 54.2 per 
cent.
The totals in column-inches:
Mont-
Battin Graybill gomery Olsen
Billings G a z e tte________________  193 204 0 0
Bozeman Daily C hron icle________  0 0 613 433
Butte Montana S tandard_________  0 0 585 630
D illon Daily T rib u n e____________ 0 0 336 430
Great Falls L ead er_______________  274 431 0 0
Great Falls T ribu n e______________  305 530 0 0
Hamilton Ravalli R epu blican ------- 0 0 185 297
Havre Daily N ew s______________  628 118 0 0
H elena Independent R ecord ----------  0 0 256 450
K alispell Daily Inter L a k e ------------  0 0 273 368
Lewistown Daily N ew s__________  450 123 0 0
Livingston E nterprise_____________ 348 125 0 0
M iles City S ta r __________________ 639 249 0 0
M issoula M issou lian -------------------  0 0 670 473
T o t a l s __________________________  2,837 1,780 2,918 3,081
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releases issued by the candidates’ press representatives; the 
degree to which candidates used other media (e.g., radio, 
television, brochures, direct mail) in their campaigns; the 
prolonged session of the 88th Congress attended by Repre­
sentatives Battin and Olsen; the Cuban crisis, when the 
incumbents were recalled to Washington (whether the recall 
was an advantage or disadvantage to Battin and Olsen was 
debated by state political analysts), and other factors differ­
ing among newspapers.
The study clearly demonstrated, incidentally, that the 
larger Montana dailies prefer national and world news on 
their front pages. Exceptions to this policy are highway 
deaths, crime stories, disasters, extraordinary state capital 
news, some civic affairs, and—sometimes— political cam­
paigns and elections. As a result, the election campaign 
issues and opinions of Montana congressional candidates 
often did not receive front-page prominence in the larger 
dailies. The Great Falls Tribune, for example, did not run 
a story on its front page about any of the four candidates 
during the month preceding the election, and other papers 
published an insignificant amount of campaign news on 
page one. Furthermore, three daily newspapers ( Dillon 
Daily Tribune, Hamilton Daily Ravalli Republican, Kalispell 
Daily Inter L abe)  did not provide even an inch of campaign 
news about candidates outside their districts. Some others 
provided only a smattering of coverage.
Of the eight newspapers which gave a significant amount 
of coverage to the Battin-Graybill campaign, five (Billings, 
Havre, Helena, Lewistown, Miles City) gave more news 
space to Battin. Two newspapers ( Tribune and Leader in 
Great Falls) gave more space to Graybill, and one daily 
(Livingston) gave both candidates approximately the same 
amount of space.
BOZEMAN D A ILY
BILLIN G S G A ZETTE CHRONICLE
Front Pages Front Pages
B a t t in --------- 3 15 0 0 B a t t in ______ 1 7  0 0
G ra y b ill-----  0 0 0 0 Graybill ____ 0 0 0 0
Montgomery.. 0 0 0 0 Montgomery.. 0 0 0 0
O ls e n --------- 0 0 0 0 Olsen ______  3 20 0 0
Inside Pages Inside Pages
Battin ---------35 277 Vi 1 13 B a t t in ______ 5 19 Vi 0 0
G ra y b ill-----23 127 Vi 1 13 G ra y b il l____3 13 0 0
Montgomery.. 2 7 0 0 Montgomery- 5 31 0 0
O ls e n --------- 3 12 0 0 O ls e n ______  8 55Vi 0 0
Total Coverage Total Coverage
B a tt in ------- 38 29 2 Vi 1 13 B a t t in ______  6  26Vi 0 0
Graybill -----23 127Vi 1 13 G ra y b il l___ 3 13 0 0
Montgomery- 2 7 0 0 Montgomery- 5 31 0 0
O ls e n --------- 3 12 0 0 Olsen ______ 11 7 5 Vi 0 0
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Of the seven newspapers which provided appreciable 
coverage to the Montgomery-Olsen campaign, three (Boze­
man, Butte, Helena) gave more news space to Olsen. Two 
dailies (Hamilton, Kalispell) gave Montgomery considerably 
more news space. The remaining two papers ( Great Falls 
Tribune, Missoulian) devoted almost equal space to the two 
candidates.
From a statistical point of view, the Missoulian came 
closest to complete and objective coverage of candidates in 
its own district.
In total coverage Battin received 857 column-inches (59 
per cent) and Graybill received 586/ 2 column-inches (41 
per cent). The Montgomery-Olsen race was covered more 
equitably, with Olsen receiving 930 column-inches (51.7 
per cent) and Montgomery S69l/2 column-inches (48.3 per 
cent).
Following are the statistical findings for each of the 
newspapers:
Gray- Mont-
Battin bill gomery Olsen Total
Billings G azette------------------- 305Vi l40V i 7 12 465
Bozeman Daily C h ron icle___ 26 Vi 13 31 7 5 V i l 4 6
Butte Montana S tandard_____  24 31 Vi 158 234 447Vi
D illon Daily T rib u n e_______  0 0 4  3 Vi 7 Vi
Great Falls L ea d er__________ 4 9 Vi 73 4 17 143Vi
Great Falls T rib u n e--------------- 137 Vi 197 Vi 82 88 Vi 505 Vi
Hamilton Ravalli Republican  0 0 50Vi 6 56Vi
Havre Daily N ew s_________ 6 0 Vi 2 7 Vi 0 3 Vi 91 Vi
H elena Independent Record__  51 17 145 Vi 167 Vi 381
K alispell Daily Inter L a k e ____ 0 0 97 Vi 43 Vi 141
Lewistown Daily N ew s______4 2 V i 2 3  2 8 75 Vi
Livingston E nterprise_______  43 41 0 5 Vi 89Vi
M iles City S ta r -----------------------117 19 0 4Vi 140Vi
M issoula M issoulian_________  0 3 Vi 288 261 Vi 553
T o ta ls ---------------------------------- 857 586Vi 8691/2 930 3243
BUTTE MONTANA
STANDARD DILLON D A ILY  TRIBUNE
Front Pages Front Pages
B a t t in --------- 0 0 0 0 Battin ______  0 0 0 0
Graybill-----  0 0 0 0 Graybill . 0 0 0 0
Montgomery.. 0 0 0 0 Montgomery.. 1 2 Vi 0 0
O ls e n --------- 4  68 0 0 O ls e n ______ 1 3Vi 0 0
Inside Pages Inside Pages
B a t t in --------- 5 24 0 0 Battin ______  0 0 0 0
G ra y b il l-----8 31 Vi 0 0 G ra y b il l____  0 0 0 0
Montgomery 28 154 1 4 Montgomery 1 1 Vi 0 0
O ls e n -------- 27 162 1 4  O ls e n ______  0 0 0 0
Total Coverage Total Coverage
Battin --------- 5 24  0 0 B a t t in ______  0 0 0 0
G r a y b il l----- 8 31 Vi 0 0 G ra y b il l____  0 0 0 0
Montgomery 28 154 1 4  Montgomery.. 2 4  0 0
O ls e n -------  31 230 1 4  O ls e n ______ 1 3 Vi 0 0
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g r e a t  f a l l s  l e a d e r  g r e a t  f a l l s  t r i b u n e
HAMILTON R A V A LLI 
REPUBLICAN HAVRE D A ILY NEWS
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Front Pages Front Pages
B attin -------- 0 0 0 0 Battin ...........  0 0 0 0
G raybill-----1 25 1 16 Graybill ___  0 0 0 0
Montgomery- 0 0 0 0 Montgomery. 0 0 0 0
Olsen ------ — 0 0 0 0 Olsen — 0 0 0 0
Inside Pages Inside Pages
B attin -------- 9 49 Vi 0 0 B a tt in _____ 23 136 1 m
G rayb ill-----5 32 0 0 Graybill __31 184 1 13 Vi
Montgomery- 1 4 0 0 Montgomery 16 82 0 0
O lse n -------- 2 17 0 0 Olsen ........... 17 88 Vi 0 0
Total Coverage Total Coverage
Battin --------  9 49 Vi 0 0 B a tt in _____ 23 136 1 1 Vi
G rayb ill-----6 57 1 16 G ra y b il l___ 31 184 1 131/2
Montgomery- 1 4 0 0 Montgomery 16 82 0 0
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Front Pages Front Pages
Battin _____  0 0 0 0 Battin 6 31 1 
0 0
3
Graybill __  0 0 0 0 Graybill 0 6
Montgomery- 8 50 Vi 0 0 Montgomery.. 0 0 0 0
Olsen _____  0 0 0 0 Olsen 0 0 0 0
Inside Pages Inside Pages
Battin _____  0 0 0 0 Battin _____ 4 26Vi 0 0
Graybill ___  0 0 0 0 Graybill ___ 5 27Vi 0 0
Montgomery- 0 0 0 0 Montgomery- 1 7 0 0
Olsen _____  1 6 0 0 Olsen 1 3 Vi 0 0
Total Coverage Total Coverage
Battin _____  0 0 0 0 Battin _____ 10 57 Vi 1 3
Graybill ___  0 0 0 0 Graybill ..... . 5 27Vi 0 0
Montgomery.. 8 501/2 0 0 Montgomery.. 1 7 0 0
Olsen ......... 1 6 0 0 Olsen _____ 1 3 Vi 0 0
HELENA INDEPENDENT K A L ISP E L L  D A ILY
RECORD INTER LA K E
Front Pages Front Pages
Battin --------  0 0 0 0 Battin .... ......  0 0 0 0
Graybill ......  0 0 0 0 Graybill .... 0 0 0 0
Montgomery- 3 40 1 I6V2 Montgomery.. 0 0 0 0
Olsen --------  3 40 2 331/2 Olsen _____  1 2 0 0
Inside Pages Inside Pages
Battin --------  7 51 0 0 Battin _____  0 0 0 0
Graybill ----- 4 17 0 0 Graybill ....... 0 0 0 0
Montgomery 13 77 1 12 Montgomery 10 97/2 0 0
Olsen -------- 18 94 0 0 Olsen _____  7 41/2 0 0
Total Coverage Total Coverage
Battin - ------ 7 51 0 0 Battin _____  0 0 0 0
Graybill ----- 4 17 0 0 Graybill ___  0 0 0 0
Montgomery 16 117 2 28/2 Montgomery 10 97/2 0 0
Olsen —....... 21 134 2 33/2 Olsen ...........  8 43/2 0 0
M ILES CITY STAR
Front Pages
Battin _____  1 12 2 17 Vi
Graybill ___  0 0 0 0
Montgomery- 0 0 0 0
Olsen _____  0 0 0 0
Inside Pages
Battin ______ 7 87 Vi 0 0
Graybill ___  5 19 0 0
Montgomery- 0 0 0 0
Olsen _____  1 4Vi 0 0
Total Coverage
Battin .. —  8 99 Vi 2 17 Vi
Graybill ___  5 19 0 0
Montgomery- 0 0 0 0
Olsen _____  1 4Vi 0 0
Front Pages Front Pages
Battin _____  5 27/2 0 0 B a tt in _____ 4 26 1 3
Graybill ___  2 12 0 0 Graybill ___  3 20/2 2 I 6 / 2
Montgomery- 1 2 0 0 Montgomery.. 0 0 0 0
Olsen _____  2 5 0 0 Olsen ...........  0 0 0 0
Inside Pages Inside Pages
Battin _____  4 15 0 0 Battin _____  3 14 0 0
Graybill ___  2 11 0 0 G ra y b ill___ 1 4 0 0
Montgomery.. 0 0 0 0 Montgomery.. 0 0 0 0
Olsen _____  1 3 0 0 Olsen ...........  1 5/2 0 0
Total Coverage Total Coverage
Battin _____  9 42/2 0 0 Battin ____  7 40 1 3
Graybill ___  4 23 0 0 Graybill ___  4 24Vi 2 I 6/2
Montgomery- 1 2 0 0 Montgomery.. 0 0 0 0
Olsen _____  3 8 0 0 Olsen _____  1 5/2 0 0
M ISSOULA MISSOULIAN
Front 
Battin ...........  0
Pages
0 0 0
Graybill ___  1 3/2 0 0
Montgomery.. 1 26 1 22/2
Olsen .. __ 2 4 3 / 1 19/2
Inside Pages
Battin _____  0 0 0 0
Graybill ----- 0 0 0 0
Montgomery 25 239/2 0 0
Olsen 21 179/2 1 19
Total Coverage
Battin _____  0 0 0 0
Graybill ___  1 3/2 0 0
Montgomery 26 265/2 1 22/2
Olsen -----23 223 2 38/2
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CORRESPONDENTS VS. 
THE BUREAU SYSTEM
B y D E A N  RE A
Professor Rea is well-qualified to discuss the merits of the correspondent and 
bureau systems of gathering news in rural-circulation areas. H e has supervised 
correspondents for a daily and two weekly newspapers. In 1962, he was 
county editor of the Eugene ( Ore. ) Register-Guard when that daily replaced its 
correspondents with news bureaus. Professor Rea holds bachelor’s degrees 
from  Southwest Missouri State College and the University of Missouri and a 
master’s degree from  the latter institution.
Forget the dishes, diapers and dinner. There’s a story to 
write.
That characterizes the life of many newspaper correspond­
ents and the situation is expected to remain unchanged in 
Montana. Most Montana daily newspapers expect to con­
tinue the use of a correspondent system for rural news 
coverage.
Establishment of news bureaus to replace correspondents 
has been considered by many dailies as a means of improving 
quality and timeliness of rural news.
However, the use of newspaper employes to staff bureaus 
in rural-circulation centers is considered too costly by most 
dailies. Several feel the only solution is to provide some 
form of journalistic training for their part-time writers.
Those findings are based on answers to questionnaires 
sent to Montana’s 14 daily newspaper publishers during 
December 1963. Eleven questionnaires were returned.1
Circulation of newspapers answering the questionnaire 
ranged from about 2,000 to more than 45,000. Seven have 
daily circulations of fewer than 10,000; four have more than 
25,000.
This report explains the details of the Montana survey 
and describes how the Eugene (Ore.) Register-Guard, an
M ontana dailies participating in the study were the Billings Gazette, 
Bozeman Daily Chronicle, D illon Daily Tribune-Examiner, Great 
Balls Tribune-Leader, Hamilton Daily Ravalli Republican, Havre 
Daily News, Helena Independent Record, Kalispell Daily Inter 
Lake, Lewistown Daily News, M iles City Star and the Missoula 
M issoulian-Sentinel.
afternoon daily of 45,000 circulation, established and devel­
oped a bureau system.
All Montana dailies participating in the study use cor­
respondents to gather news in their rural-circulation areas. 
The questionnaire defined rural circulation as that outside 
the metropolitan area in which a newspaper is published.
Three of the newspapers also use employes of other media 
as stringers. Daily newspaper staffers are used in many 
cases for selected rural news and feature coverage.
A single edition is published for city-rural distribution by 
seven of the 11 newspapers included in this study. The 
others publish one or more rural editions.
Newspapers traditionally have treated correspondents as 
free-lance writers and photographers rather than as employes. 
Ten Montana dailies reimburse correspondents by the col­
umn inch for material published. Some offer bonuses and 
free subscriptions. Only one daily in the study pays corre­
spondents’ expenses.
Daily newspaper correspondents in Montana are situated 
in major towns and in farm communities.
Most newspapers apparently follow a flexible policy on 
educational and journalistic standards for correspondents. 
Eight questionnaires listed “knowledge of community” as 
the only major requirement for a correspondent. A high 
school education was checked on one; none of the respond­
ents required a college education. Qualifications suggested 
by editors and publishers included “willingness to gather 
information about community events” and “ability to write 
clearly, legibly and factually.”
12 Montana Journalism Review
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Most correspondents are selected on recom m endations of 
community leaders. Som e dailies do their ow n recruiting. 
Others accept volunteers.
Of the several problems encountered in correspondents’ 
stories, late and untimely news reports were cited most often. 
Other major shortcomings were incomplete reports, avoid­
ance of controversy and inadequate writing. Only two re­
spondents complained about inaccuracy.
One newspaperman pointed out that “most correspondents 
are not actually reporters in the sense of digging for and 
writing news. On most major events, they provide the tip, 
we follow up.”
ADVANTAGES, D ISA D VA N TA GES C IT ED
Most of the newspaper publishers questioned feel the 
correspondent system has some good points as well as flaws.
“We have some very good correspondents who cover the 
area like staffers and are good reporters,” one publisher 
commented. On the other hand, “you can’t always get a 
good correspondent. . . .”
“Correspondents are not paid enough to put in the time 
needed on the job,” another publisher said. “There are too 
few persons available who have the desire or ability to be 
correspondents.”
A third view was expressed this way: “Correspondents 
are satisfactory in terms of cost, but we don’t always get the 
kind we need.”
* Establishment of news bureaus has been considered by 
several Montana dailies. Most publishers feel it would be 
economically prohibitive to replace correspondents with 
bureau personnel in sparsely populated rural areas. They 
point out that Montana, the fourth largest state, ranks 41st 
out of the 50 states in population.
Lloyd G. Schermer, publisher of the Missoula Missoulian- 
Sentinel, said: “We have considered replacing our corre­
spondent system with news bureaus. I have done this on 
another newspaper and it worked quite satisfactorily. How­
ever, in Montana this would work to our disadvantage due 
to the sparse population and very large distances in each 
county.”
Bureaus have been considered for the Great Falls Tribune 
and Leader, which have a combined circulation of more than 
, 46,000.
However, the possibility of establishing such a system is 
remote, according to E. P. Furlong, managing editor.
“No cost figures are available, but the cost would be many 
times the amount spent now,” he explained.
F E A SIB IL IT Y  Q U ESTIO N ED
Strand Hilleboe, publisher of the Billings Gazette, said 
he doesn’t feel bureaus are feasible for the newspaper, which 
I has a circulation of more than 46,000.
“We would need eight bureaus or more to do the job 
correctly, according to the Gazette’s managing editor, 
Duane Bowler. “We could not adequately maintain one 
bureau for the present cost of our correspondent system.”
Bowler said experience has shown that readers in out- 
lying areas buy the Gazette for regional and state news and 
keep up on community news through local newspapers, 
primarily weeklies.
A similar viewpoint is expressed by D. R. Billington, Jr., 
business manager of the Helena Independent Record, which 
has a circulation of 8,500. He said:
“I feel that the rural resident of today takes the local 
weekly for local news and subscribes to the RTZ (Retail 
Trade Zone) daily for national, general and shopping infor­
mation.”
Establishment of bureaus is being investigated by the 
Havre Daily News, which has a circulation of 4,100. H. C. 
Watts, Jr., executive editor, said the paper is studying the 
possibility of bureaus in at least five towns.
At first, employes may not be full-time at bureaus but 
eventually they will be as coverage increases,” Watts ex­
plained.
“News bureaus are certainly worthy of consideration,” 
according to Burl Lyons, publisher of the Kalispell Daily 
Inter La\e, which has a circulation of 6,450.
“If we were a larger daily, say around 17,000, I would 
certainly go to the bureau system,” he said. “I doubt if the 
cost would be any higher in the long run and it would 
result in better coverage, better copy and increased circula­
tion.”
Two plans for improving rural news coverage were sug­
gested by newspaper representatives:
1. Increasing coverage by daily newspaper staffers.
2. Training programs for correspondents.
GU ID ES D IST R IBU TED
Seven dailies included in the study send written instruc­
tions and guide books to correspondents as part of training 
programs.
An in-plant training session is conducted biannually by 
the Lewistown Daily News and the Kalispell Daily Inter 
La\e. Monthly newsletters are circulated by the Billings 
Gazette and the Missoula Missoulian-Sentinel.
“Our state editor attempts to get out into the field a 
couple of times a month,” Lloyd Schermer of the Missoulian- 
Sentinel said. “We have been furnishing typewriters to our 
correspondents and will probably offer cameras to those who 
we feel are well qualified. . . .”
Only two dailies included in the study equip correspond­
ents with cameras. Five encourage correspondents to obtain 
their own cameras. Most dailies rely on free-lance photog­
raphers and staffers for rural pictorial coverage.
Montana Journalism Review 13
15
School of Journalism: Montana Journalism Review, 1964
Published by ScholarWorks at University of Montana, 2015
A new offset printing plant for the Havre Daily News 
is expected to lead to improved news and photo coverage 
of rural events by correspondents, according to Watts.
He mentioned the use of by-lines and publication of 
features written by correspondents as a means of stimulating 
interest. Watts said the News plans to develop a bonus 
system for outstanding reporting.
The Miles City Star now pays a bonus for top stories.
Most Montana dailies are improving their coverage of 
rural news; many have considered a bureau system.
“I think most newspapers which use the correspondent 
system and have any desire at all to put out a timely, 
accurate product for their readers have at least dreamed 
about some sort of a professional system,” writes Richard A. 
Baker, managing editor of the Eugene (O re.) Register- 
Guard.
G R O W TH  REQ U IR ED  CH A N GE
“In our case, we began to think seriously about a bureau 
system following a fairly fast post-war growth of the paper. 
In the news operation the size and quality of the staff im­
proved rapidly to the point where our county system began 
to appear ridiculous by comparison.
“The Register-Guard has always striven for excellence in 
its news presentation, and within halfway reasonable bounds, 
nothing has been spared in terms of cost to achieve our 
goals.
“Perhaps we have an unusual viewpoint for most papers 
our size. We feel that our first duty is to our readers. If 
we give them the best possible product in news, they will 
read the paper. If they read the paper, then it becomes an 
excellent advertising medium. In other words, the newspaper 
is put together for the reader, not the advertiser.”
Fifty-five correspondents served the Register-Guard's rural 
news needs in the late 1950s when personal news items2 
were deleted from the paper and more emphasis was placed 
on reporting of public affairs in outlying communities.
It soon became evident that Register-Guard correspond­
ents, whose journalistic training was limited, were unable 
to provide timely and meaningful accounts of the more 
complex problems and explanations of local legislative action 
affecting their communities. Moreover, it was felt that 
weeklies were not providing this type of significant news 
coverage.
ST U D IE S C O N D U C TED
Two major studies were conducted by the Register-Guard. 
One in the mid-1950s considered placing full-time newspaper 
employes in rural population centers to supervise the work
’’Nine Montana dailies in the study publish personal items; two 
do not.
of correspondents and to act as clearing houses for news and 
photographs.
While no formal action was taken to implement the first 
plan, it served as an important reference in a second study 
early in 1962.
The latter study indicated the cost of a bureau system 
would be less than the correspondent system, Baker said. He 
added:
“I think my major concern at the time was that we might 
find we were unable to cover our outlying areas adequately 
and would have to add more staff. This would, of course, 
have pushed the cost beyond the ‘halfway reasonable’ limits 
which I have mentioned.
“For any business there is a right time to expand. If one 
jumps too soon, the results can be discouraging and in some 
cases downright disastrous.
“We decided, however, that the time was right, and we 
jumped.”
The decision was made during the summer of 1962 and 
bureaus were established in August.
The paper’s correspondent operation had cost some $2,000 
a month. This included payment of 20 to 30 cents per 
column inch for stories published, for bonuses, photographs, 
telephone bills, mailing and other administrative expense.
A circulation study showed that bureaus should be estab­
lished in three population centers and that a fourth area 
should be covered by a staffer working out of the Eugene 
office. Circulation in the three bureau centers Dec. 6, 1963, 
was 1,081, 1,651 and 3,672.
“We replaced some 50 correspondents with a staff of 
three reporters who live in strategically located posts in what 
we call the ‘Emerald Empire,’ a county editor and an 
assistant county editor,” Baker explained.
BU REA U S C O ST LESS
“To the delight of all, the cost of the bureau system was 
less than the correspondent system. To my extreme delight, 
our county pages suddenly became accurate, timely and in 
all respects of the same high professional quality that we 
seek in our city operation.
“We eventually added one more man to the county desk, 
and our costs are running slightly higher than the corre­
spondent system.
“A major accomplishment of the bureau system has been 
in the training of new personnel. We draw our bureau re­
porters generally from the graduating classes of journalism 
schools.
“Ideally, the plan would be to train a man for a month 
or so here in the [Eugene] plant, send him to a bureau for 
a year or two and bring him into the main office when he 
is ready.”
Baker explains that “we have two of our original bureau
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men on our city staff, and I believe they have advanced in 
their skills more rapidly with bureau training than they 
would had they been hired directly as city-side reporters.”
Ed Beeler, county editor, believes the advantages of bureau 
system coverage unfold daily. In January, 1964, he wrote:
“The quantity, quality, timeliness, depth, accuracy and 
newsworthiness of copy have improved immeasurably since 
the system was initiated \/z years ago. With qualified staff 
reporters manning bureaus, it is a simple task to handle 
wrap-up stories on related things—building permits, school 
opening dates, weather information—throughout the Regis­
ter-Guard's four-county circulation area.
“Actually, administrative problems have diminished. The 
county editor no longer must spend long hours compiling 
strings, placating miffed correspondents, updating late 
stories, rewriting poor ones and covering important news 
events which correspondents couldn’t handle.
“Another fringe benefit of the bureau system is a lessening 
of the load on city-side reporters and photographers. Seldom 
do staff photographers have to venture outside the metro­
politan area. All bureau men are handy with a Rollei.”
There are problems associated with the bureau system, 
according to Beeler. In addition to his administrative duties, 
he and the assistant county editor handle page layout and 
copy editing of news and pictures that appear in the Emerald 
Empire edition.
Three disadvantages cited by Beeler:
1. Because of the distance separating the bureaus from 
the [Eugene] office, there seems to be a.lack of identification 
as full-fledged Register-Guard reporters.
2. The turnover of bureau personnel has occurred much 
more frequently than anticipated because of vacancies on 
the Eugene staff. This has disrupted detailed bureau cov­
erage.
3. Bureau men are at a disadvantage in developing their 
writing skills because they are unable to obtain immediate 
explanations of editing changes in their copy and rewrites.
When correspondents were eliminated, the Register-Guard 
installed T W X  machines in the Eugene office and the three 
bureaus. The Model 28 T W X  machines operate con­
tinuously.
The average monthly cost of the four machines is $175, 
according to Beeler. The teletypewriter exchange fees for 
the time the machines are in use are some 20 to 30 per cent 
less than charges for the same time involved in normal 
station-to-station telephone calls.
This study suggests five possible methods by which Mon­
tana daily newspapers might improve their rural news 
coverage:
1. Provide opportunities for correspondents to become 
better trained in gathering and writing news.
2. Speed transmission of news reports from major rural 
centers by installing T W X  machines in the homes of cor­
respondents and in newspaper offices.
3. Establish bureaus in major rural-circulation centers and 
continue to use correspondents in sparsely populated areas.
4. Eliminate correspondents and use professional reporters 
to cover significant news and feature events in rural-circula­
tion areas. In certain cases, this might be economically 
feasible when compared with the cost of correspondents and 
newspaper employes needed to rewrite, edit and to admin­
ister such a system.
5. Establish a bureau system to replace correspondents as 
circulation and other economic conditions make such a 
program feasible.
Several Montana dailies have expressed concern that re­
placing correspondents with bureau personnel might create 
public relations problems. This also was a concern of the 
Register-Guard.
Beeler reports that “it appears the Register-Guard’s image 
and public relations have not been hampered by the substi­
tution of three bureau men and two roving reporters for 50 
hometown correspondents. Rather, I think the rural areas 
of the Emerald Empire generally are pleased that coverage 
of their areas is now more detailed and impartial.”
However, there have been complaints and many would 
be considered as compliments by a professional journalist.
“City government and school officials of the rural areas 
aren’t always too happy with the ‘accurate and fair’ coverage 
of government and school news,” Beeler says.
“Professional reporters are much more difficult to intimi­
date than housewife-correspondents.”
Additional copies of the Montana Journalism Review  
may be obtained for one dollar each from:
Bureau of Press and Broadcasting Research 
School of Journalism 
Montana State University 
Missoula, Montana 59801
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THE STATUS OF PAY-TV
B y P H I L I P  J. H E S S
Despite resistance by the networks, the pay-television movement seems to be 
gaining momentum in the mid-1960s. New  tests authorized by the Federal , 
Communications Commission are planned at the local or regional level. And ' 
the Hartford experiment continues amid criticism by industry spokesmen. 
Professor Hess, director of the Radio-Television Studios at MSU, presents an 
overview of the pay television controversy. Professor Hess has worked for radio 
and television stations in Chicago, Cedar Rapids, la., Portland, Ore., and Mis­
soula, Mont. After receiving an M .A. degree from  the State University of Iowa, 
he taught at the University of South Dakota and served as production director 
of the University’s educational television station.
Several years have passed since the major television net­
works bought full-page newspaper advertisements proclaim­
ing the superiority of free television and decrying, at least 
by implication, proposed systems of pay-TV.
Though no consensus about pay-TV has emerged in the 
mid-1960s, its supporters are exhibiting a renewed enthu­
siasm.
Pay-TV, toll-TV and fee-TV are all synonyms for what 
is more precisely termed subscription television. It utilizes 
one of several methods allowing the operator to charge the 
viewer for each program watched. Most techniques scramble 
the picture and sound signals. To decode— or unscramble— 
the signals, the viewer deposits coins or a punched card into 
a device attached to his television set. Some methods include 
an automatic recorder and billing mechanism. Signals may 
reach the pay television home by air or by wire, using a 
cable or closed-circuit system.
Early pay-TV experiments in Chicago and Bartlesville, 
Okla., though financial failures, were described by investors 
as inconclusive because of their limited, controlled nature.
In the summer of 1962, the Federal Communications Com­
mission authorized RKO General to conduct a three-year 
test of subscription television in Hartford, Conn. The firm, 
a subsidiary of General Tire and Rubber Co. and a large 
investor in radio and television stations including one in 
Hartford, obtained permission to telecast scrambled program 
signals over W H C T-TV , Channel 18.
The Hartford scrambling system, known as Phonevision, 
was developed by Zenith Radio. Each subscriber pays a $10
installation charge and a 75-cent weekly rental fee for a 
decoding device attached to his set. The viewer dials a ‘ 
number activating the decoder each time he wants to watch 
a program. Each month a bill is automatically computed * 
and printed by the decoder, then mailed by the subscriber 
with the payment. Program fees range from 25 cents to 
$3.50.
RKO  General told subscribers they could see programs ' 
not available on free television. In the words of the firm, < 
each member of the Phonevision audience could:
See premieres of Class A Hollywood motion-picture fea­
tures now seen only in theaters; ;
Become a “first-nighter” at Broadway productions;
Experience the excitement of the opening performance 
of a grand opera season;
Enjoy unique entertainment events from Rome, Paris, 
Berlin, London and other European creative centers to be 
shown for the first time in the United States to Hartford 
Phonevision subscribers; I
Witness from a better-than-ringside seat a world cham- 
pionship heavyweight fight.
Subscribers were promised that pay television “can make . 
available, at low cost, events now blacked out or not avail- 
able on home television—the premium events that you now 
pay at the box office to see.”
Hartford’s “Hollywood premieres” turned out to be “sub­
sequent runs”— that is, films released for the pay television 
audience two or three weeks after they had been shown 
in local theaters.
16 Montana Journalism Review ,
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In one instance, frequently mentioned by opponents of 
the Hartford experiment, the film “The Prince and the Show 
Girl” starring Marilyn Monroe was shown on pay television 
for $1. When the same film appeared one week later on 
a local commercial station, the Phonevision company quickly 
gave rebates to all subscribers who had paid to see it.
Following a survey of a sample week of subscription 
shows in Hartford, Television magazine reported that 15 
hours of the programming were not duplicated by com­
mercial stations. About nine and one-half hours consisted 
of movies, two and one-half hours were devoted to a hockey 
game and the remaining three hours presented a college 
songfest.
In a later three-week survey, Television found that 70 
per cent of the programming was feature films. Sports, 
educational or informational and special entertainment pro­
grams each filled about 10 per cent of the subscription sched­
ule. The special entertainment included programs featuring 
Carlos Montoya, Hildegarde and the Kingston Trio.
Hartford Phonevision also announced plans to share pro­
grams with the Telemeter Company’s subscription television 
system in Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada.1
Other major companies are conducting subscription tele­
vision tests or planning them on a local or regional basis. 
The F.C.C. granted to Teleglobe Pay-TV System, Inc., 
permission for one such test, which was to have begun 
during the summer of 1964 in Denver. The company 
promised programs worth the subscription price. In early 
May, 1964, Teleglobe canceled the project because of un­
availability of program material.
PR O FIT S H IN D ER ED
The firms spending thousands of dollars on pay television 
tests are not particularly concerned with showing a profit. 
They realize their chances of making money are hindered 
by the high cost of quality programming and initial expenses 
in setting up such a system for a relatively small potential 
audience. The companies are intensely concerned, however, 
with the attitudes formed by their subscribers.
Following the progress of the tests as closely as the pay 
television firms are the commercial networks, interest groups, 
and, of course, the F.C.C.
The networks and the National Association of Broad­
casters regard subscription television as a strong threat to 
the present free system. Some spokesmen believe the use 
of public air channels for subscription television is unconsti-
’The Toronto G lobe & M ail reported last fall that many Etobicoke 
subscribers were dissatisfied with the number of old movies shown 
when they had been promised first-run features. Sports programs, 
particularly hockey and football, appealed most to the Canadians. 
Only 6 per cent of those satisfied with the subscription television 
programming attributed their interest to the special entertainment 
shows.
tutional. One major network spent close to $250,000 last 
year to outbid pay television systems for two British Royal 
Ballet performances filmed in England. The shows were 
presented as specials on commercial television.
All on-the-air, test subscription systems must be licensed 
by the F.C.C. However, authorization for a permanent 
system would require congressional approval because the 
Communications Act does not provide for subscription tele­
vision.
If Congress and the F.C.C. reject on-the-air subscription 
telecasting after tests are completed, advocates of pay tele­
vision could turn to another method—the coaxial cable. 
Though technical problems are increased somewhat, it is a 
relatively easy matter to feed television signals to home 
subscribers over a cable. Moreover, present cable systems 
are not governed by the F.C.C., despite efforts by some 
commercial telecasters to grant such jurisdiction to the fed­
eral agency.
FA C IL IT IE S E X IST
In many sections of the country the machinery already 
exists to provide wired pay television to home subscribers. 
Called Community Antenna Television, the systems origi­
nally were installed to bring signals from distant cities to 
communities without television.
Several towns now have C A TV  service and on-the-air 
television. An example is Great Falls, Mont., where residents 
have more network programming available than do set 
owners in New York City.
Many C A TV  operators envision greatly expanded service, 
even linking American communities with foreign stations. 
An editorial writer for Television Horizons, a trade journal 
for C A TV  operators, foresees “such grandiose projects as 
wiring Temple, Tex., for Dallas-Fort Worth signals, wiring 
Erie, Pa., for Cleveland or Buffalo signals, or even wiring 
a large part of Toronto for U.S.A. programs.”
C A TV  systems in the Eastern United States are beginning 
to tie in to other C A TV  cables, a realization of this pre­
diction in Television Horizons in 1962:
“. . . while no one has yet suggested wiring downtown 
Chicago for New York independent station programs, the 
day may not be too far in the future when such a scheme 
will be proposed.”
A D VA N TA G ES CLAIM ED 
Advocates of subscription television point out that an 
advertiser will not spend money on a free program that does 
not reach mass audiences. The advantage of the pay system, 
they claim, is that quality programs with small-audience 
appeal can be financed if only 500,000 homes pay 30 cents 
each.
According to current figures, there are 50,614,000 tele­
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vision homes in the United States. A network show with 
a high rating will be seen in about 15 million of those homes. 
An advertiser may pay as much as $200,000 for the program. 
But if it were shown on a subscription television system, 
only one million homes paying about 25 cents each would be 
required to gross somewhat more than the advertiser pays 
to present the program.
In short, subscription television can bid effectively for 
commercial programs when it is able to reach large audiences. 
Regardless of opinions about a program such as the “Beverly 
Hillbillies,” it is the top-rated program on commercial tele­
vision. One can imagine a pay television promoter approach­
ing the producer of that show with a guarantee of a $2 mil­
lion or even $5 million budget for each program. The sub­
scription television inducements to producers of news and 
special events programs and quality entertainment shows 
probably would be even more attractive.
No one can question subscription television’s ability to 
present at relatively low cost per program the type of show 
that sometimes fails on commercial television because of the 
lack of a mass audience. When only a small percentage of 
the television homes is required to pay for a program that 
nets producers and performers more than they get on free 
television, it is easy to see how subscription television could 
mean the end of the present commercial system.
Opponents of pay television contend 50 million families 
have bought sets believing they would not have to spend 
additional money except for occasional repairs. It is up to 
the American public, say the critics, to decide which system 
can best serve its needs.
Though the broadcasters are fighting vigorously against 
pay television, at least one network official has indicated the 
subscription system would not ruin his company. Frank 
Stanton, president of the Columbia Broadcasting System, 
said:
“If Congress and the Federal Communications Commis­
sion, reflecting the will of the American people, decide that 
pay television is in the public interest, and if pay television 
begins to supplant free television, we will simply be forced 
to offer pay television programs ourselves.”
Indicating his statement was no idle threat to pay tele­
vision promoters, Stanton added:
“And in such eventuality we will, of course, have the 
advantage of established television facilities, trained and 
experienced talent, and our knowledge of programming and 
the techniques of broadcasting.”
Hartford and Etobicoke viewers have written to local 
newspapers complaining that the subscription programs are 
the same as those on commercial television. President Stan­
ton would add just one difference: “Now it can be tolled.”
Journalism: Expanding, Exciting, Essential
Good journalism is evident everywhere. It’s in your hometown 
newspaper every day. It’s in magazines and books. And it’s on 
television screens. . . . Some of the most competent journalists 
in the country are working in your home towns.
Because journalism is such fun, I can’t understand why the field 
is not overcrowded. There is no other field that offers so much 
opportunity, especially for young men and women.
Despite what you may have heard, journalism is expanding. 
Many newspapers have been established in recent years in suburban 
areas. And daily newspapers and broadcasting stations have in­
creased their news staffs.
There probably never has been a time in history when people 
needed so much information so quickly on local, national and 
international happenings.
Think of a world without this daily flow of information. W ith­
out it, the economic and political health of nations would decline
rapidly. Journalists, the purveyors of this information, are here to 
stay and their responsibilities and the demand on their talents will 
become greater, not smaller.
Journalism is a profession made up of men and women dedicated 
to doing a good job. Their jobs are difficult and require extraor­
dinary skill. They are assigned to write about increasingly complex 
phases of our civilization and present a fair and impartial report 
of the events that affect your lives and mine. A failure on their 
part could have grave consequences. A reporter’s misinterpretation 
of the words of a world leader, for instance, might have an ill 
effect on the affairs of millions of persons.
— Excerpts from a speech by David C. Beeder, chief of the Helena 
bureau of the Associated Press, to the Montana Interscholastic 
Editorial Association at Montana State University, October 18, 
1963.
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MONTANA PRESS COVERAGE 
OF GOVERNOR DONALD G. NUTTER
By J U D I T H  B. R O L L I N S
Daily newspaper coverage of a controversial public figure, the late Gov. Donald 
G. Nutter of Montana, is examined in this article based on Miss Rollins’ 
master’s thesis at MSU. She points out the extent to which news stories and 
editorials in 14 Montana dailies fostered or impeded a favorable image of 
the governor during his nearly 13 months in office. Miss Rollins was gradu­
ated with honors at M SU in 1 9 6 2  and received a master of arts degree in 
journalism in 1963. She is now an instructor in journalism and English at 
Missoula County H igh School in Missoula and adviser to the school newspaper,
The Konah.
The study of the press in any state entails an examination 
of the ability of newspapers to fulfill their functions as:
A forum for the exchange of opinion and ideas;
A check on state government;
A critic of the governor and his administration;
A watchdog for the citizen.
The press is expected to report the news impartially, good 
1 or bad. But a governor usually prefers to accentuate positive 
[ factors and eliminate negative aspects in what he regards 
as the public interest.
It would seem that any governor views a favorable press 
I as an advantage. By studying the relationship between the 
governor and the press, it should be possible to determine 
his success in utilizing newspapers as a vehicle to build 
public opinion. Moreover, an examination of news stories 
and editorials about the governor should indicate how well 
the press acted as a check on government, as a critic of the 
governor and as a watchdog for the citizenry.
This study examines the press during the 13-month tenure 
of an unusually controversial public figure, Donald G. Nut­
ter, 15th governor of Montana. Having taken office Jan. 3, 
1961, he was killed in a plane crash Jan. 25, 1962.
In Montana, Nutter won the largest vote for any office 
in the 1960 general election with 154,122, opposed to 125,438 
for the Democratic candidate, Paul Cannon. The state’s 
new Republican chief executive received 14,000 more votes 
than the G.O.P. Presidential candidate; the vote for Richard 
Nixon in Montana was 140,896, compared with 133,641 for 
John F. Kennedy.
Despite the favorable impression that the election cast on 
Nutter, he was beset by difficulties from the time he took 
office. A clue to those problems is found in a publication 
on the executive department of Montana. It says:
A political humorist has quipped that Montana is a 
state where the governor doesn’t govern and the treasurer 
doesn’t have much to treasure. This is an exaggeration, 
but it is true that the average Montanan has an unrealistic 
concept of the limited powers of the governor.
The governor is vested by the constitution with the 
supreme executive power in the state, but there are a 
number of limitations and qualifications of his power.1
Since 1889, Montana governors had been plagued by re­
strictions written into the constitution. And each governor 
was faced with increased duties in addition to specific politi­
cal problems of his respective term.
To overcome some of those problems, Nutter apparently 
thought he must use the daily press to carry to the people 
his fight for more power.* 2
In an attempt to describe Nutter’s relationship with the 
press, 14 Montana dailies were examined from Dec. 1, 1960, 
through Jan. 31, 1962.3 The 14-month period included more
M ontana Chamber of Commerce, Montana Practical Politics Hand­
book  (Helena, M ont.), p. 5.
2Many of the specific proposals made by the governor were in­
cluded in his State of the State Message, delivered to the 37th 
Legislative Assembly of Montana at Helena on Jan. 3, 1961.
3 A 15th newspaper, the Glendive Daily Ranger, changed to semi­
weekly April 1, 1961, and was eliminated from the study. The 
afternoon newspapers in Great Falls (the Leader) and Missoula 
(the Sentinel) were not included in the study.
Montana Journalism  R eview 19
21
School of Journalism: Montana Journalism Review, 1964
Published by ScholarWorks at University of Montana, 2015







Missoula M issoulian _______ . 269 122 3,514
Helena Independent R eco rd __________ - 253 179 4,260
Great Falls T ribu n e___________________. 244 80 3,486
Billings Gazette ................... -....................  . 218 77 2,950
Butte Montana Standard-Daily Post __ 151 66 2,088
Bozeman Daily C hron icle .............. ........... . 144 89 1,481
Miles City S ta r______________________ 121 26 1,334
Kalispell Daily Inter Lake ....................... 102 46 1,560
Havre Daily News ..... ................................. 84 48 1,035
Livingston Enterprise ........ ........................ 58 41 760
Lewistown Daily N ew s_______________ 49 41 812
Hamilton Daily R avalli R epu blican ___ 10 10 140
Anaconda Standard ........ ....................... ...... 9 4 66
Dillon Daily T rib u n e________________ 6 6 60
News Favor­ Unfavor­
Copy Headline No. of Photo UPI AP able able
Inches Inches Photos Inches Stories Stories Stories Stories
2,281 833 20 400 206 231 38
2,555 930 50 775 41 214 39
2,224 675 26 587 74 117 213 31
1,928 734 15 288 48 133 182 36
1,417 370 11 301 32 88 135 16
1,165 267 3 49 124 115 29
1,069 200 3 65 116 106 15
1,195 334 3 31 91 86 16
706 196 12 133 74 73 11
509 155 6 96 54 50 8
608 188 2 16 42 47 2
74 20 5 46 10 0
49 14 1 3 9 0
36 6 6 18 6 0
than a month of material published before Nutter’s inaugu­
ration and a week following his death. The 14 dailies, 
chosen in the belief they would furnish the most continuous 
and complete record of the governor’s term, were the Ana­
conda Standard, Billings Gazette, Bozeman Daily Chronicle, 
Butte Montana Standard-Daily Post, Dillon Daily Tribune, 
Great Falls Tribune, Hamilton Daily Ravalli Republican, 
Havre Daily News, Helena Independent Record, Kalispell 
Daily Inter La\e, Lewistown Daily News, Livingston Enter­
prise, Miles City Star and the Missoula Missoulian. Their 
circulation ranged from 1,944 for the Dillon Daily Tribune 
to 44,676 for the Great Falls Tribune.4
Research on the 14 dailies comprised a day-by-day, page- 
by-page inventory of the stories, editorials and photographs 
containing material on Nutter. Its purpose: To develop 
quantitative and qualitative conclusions concerning the 
Montana dailies’ coverage of the governor.
The quantitative phase included statistics on the amount 
of news, editorial and picture space devoted to the governor 
during the 14 months. The qualitative study was an evalu­
ation of the material and its favorable or unfavorable effect
‘Montana State Press Association, N ew spaper D irectory and Rate 
B ook  (Missoula: Montana State University Press, 1 9 6 1 ), p. 8.
on the image Nutter wanted to present to the Montana 
citizen.
In the quantitative analysis of the material, the column- 
inch, a standard space unit, was used.
Categories included total stories and editorials, total head­
line space in news and editorial coverage, photographic cov­
erage, page one stories, wire service stories and whether the 
tone of the story or editorial was favorable or unfavorable 
to Nutter.
In the statistical analysis of both news stories and edito­
rials, the entire article was measured including headlines 
and white space. Then the news copy itself was measured 
to determine how much of the article was devoted to copy 
and headline. Measurement of photographs included cap­
tions and cutlines.
Each article that referred to Nutter was studied.
R esults
Specific comparisons among the newspapers are shown 
in accompanying charts. Following are general results of 
the analyses of the newspapers and background information 
on the dailies:
ED ITORIA LS ABO UT GOV. N U TTER  IN M ONTANA D A ILY N EW SPA PERS, DEC. 1, I9 6 0  TO  JA N . 31, 1962
Total
Editorials
Missoula M issou lian ___________________________  16
Helena Independent R eco rd __________________  13
Great Falls T ribu n e_____________________________  6
Billings G azette_______________________________ 7
Butte M ontana Standard-Daily P o s t_______________ 7
Bozeman Daily C h ron icle_____________________ 3
Miles City S ta r ___________________________________ 2
Kalispell Daily Inter L a k e ___________________  5
Havre Daily N ew s________________________________7
Livingston E n terp rise_____________________________ 5
Lewistown Daily N ew s_______________________  5
Hamilton Daily R avalli R ep u b lican ____________ 0
Anaconda Standard_______________________________ 0








Inches Inches Inches Editorials Editorials
215 192 23 14 2
140 121 19 12 1
68 55 13 6 0
70 63 7 4 3
86 67 19 5 2
28 24 4 2 1
18 17 1 2 0
51 44 7 5 0
110 105 5 7 0
53 48 5 2 3
48 36 12 5 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
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ANACONDA STA N D A RD
The Anaconda Standard, with a paid circulation of 4,274 
in 1961, served a town of 12,054 persons. The newspaper, 
published five mornings a week, is circulated to Anaconda 
residents as an insert in the Butte Montana Standard. The 
Anaconda Standard does not subscribe to a wire service 
since the Montana Standard furnishes news outside the 
community.
During the 14-month period, the Standard published nine 
stories about Nutter. All involved events linking the gov­
ernor and the Anaconda area. None presented an unfavor­
able impression.
BILLIN G S G A Z ET TE
With the second largest paid circulation in the state in 
1961, the Gazette ranked fourth among the newspapers in 
total news inches and number of stories about Nutter.
Throughout the 14 months, the Gazette depended on the 
wire services for a large part of its coverage. Especially 
extensive were the newspaper’s reports of Nutter’s comments 
on education, particularly those pertaining to Eastern Mon­
tana College at Billings.
One third of the Gazette’s reports on the governor ap­
peared on the front page. Thirty-six of 218 stories were 
unfavorable.
Editorial comment on the governor alternated between 
praise and criticism. Of seven editorials, four were favorable 
and three unfavorable. Whereas the Gazette was fourth in 
number of news stories and total news inches, it was fifth 
in total editorial inches.
None of the Gazette editorials analyzed the man as a 
governor or his statewide policies. Most dealt with specific 
problems concerning the Billings area.
BOZEMAN D A ILY CH RO N ICLE
The Chronicle, with a paid circulation of 5,004 in 1961, 
ranked sixth among Montana dailies in news coverage of 
the governor. More than three-fourths of the stories were 
favorable to Nutter; more than half were on page one.
The Chronicle ran three editorials about the governor, 
the third after his death. Two were favorable, the other 
unfavorable.
B U T T E  M ONTANA STA N D A RD -D A ILY PO ST
The third largest daily, The Montana Standard and Daily 
Post, had a circulation of 34,062 in 1961. It ranked fifth 
in number of stories and column-inches. Sixteen stories were 
unfavorable and 135 were favorable.
The newspaper ran five favorable and two unfavorable 
editorials.
D ILLO N  D A ILY TR IBU N E
The Tribune, with the smallest daily circulation in the 
state, was not served by a wire service in 1961. It carried 
the fewest stories about the governor—six, totaling 61 
column-inches. All were favorable; all had a local angle.
No editorials about Nutter appeared in the Tribune.
G R EA T FA LLS TR IBU N E
The Great Falls Tnbune has the largest paid circulation 
in Montana. As the main source of news for 42,203 sub­
scribers, its coverage of Nutter ranked third behind the 
Helena Independent Record and the Missoula Missoulian. 
About 80 per cent of the stories were written by the 
wire services; 30 per cent ran on the front page. Most 
stories not provided by the Associated Press or United Press 
International were prepared by the newspaper’s capital 
bureau reporter, Luke Wright.
The Tribune’s photographic coverage of Nutter was sec­
ond among the dailies, topped only by the Helena Independ­
ent Record.
The newspaper printed six editorials—all favorable.
In addition, more than 85 per cent of the Tribune’s news 
coverage was favorable with headlines emphasizing the 
determination of Nutter to eliminate what he termed waste­
ful spending and to put government finances on a sound 
footing.
H A M ILTO N  D A ILY RAVALLI REPUBLICAN
In 1961 the Daily Ravalli Republican had a circulation 
of 2,114. Of the three smallest dailies in the state, it carried 
the most stories about the governor— 10. None was critical.
Although the newspaper ran some editorials, none dis­
cussed Nutter.
H A V RE D A ILY N EW S
The Daily News, with a 1961 circulation of 4,597, ranked 
ninth in volume of news coverage of the governor. More 
than 80 per cent of the 84 stories were favorable to Nutter, 
and more than half of the stories ran on the front page.
The newspaper ranked with the Billings Gazette and the 
Butte Montana Standard-Daily Post with seven editorials 
during the 14 months. All were favorable, including three 
reprinted from other newspapers.
H ELEN A  IN D EPEN D EN T RECORD
Serving the capital city, the Independent Record was first 
among the dailies in amount of news coverage of the gov­
ernor. It was second in number of news stories, but topped 
the others in total space with 4,260 column-inches. More­
over, it led in photographic coverage with 50 pictures taking
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775 column-inches. Forty-one stories carried a wire-service 
credit line. More than 80 per cent of the news coverage was 
favorable to the governor.
The Independent Record, with 13 editorials, ranked sec­
ond behind the Missoula Missoulian.
K A LISPELL D A ILY IN T E R  LA K E
The Daily Inter hake, with a circulation of 6,200, was 
eighth in total news stories and sixth in total column-inches. 
Fewer than half of the stories were on page one; almost 
80 per cent of the news coverage was favorable.
With five editorials totaling 51 column-inches, the Daily 
Inter L ake  ranked seventh. All were favorable.
L EW ISTO W N  D A ILY N EW S
The Daily News—circulation 3,405—placed 11th in num­
ber of stories and 10th in total inches. Seven stories did 
not carry a wire service credit line, and two of 49 reports 
were unfavorable.
Five editorials, totaling 48 column-inches, were favorable.
LIV IN G STO N  EN T E R P R ISE
Ranking 10th in number of stories and 11th in column- 
inches, the Enteipi'ise ran four locally written stories about 
Nutter. Unfavorable reports included coverage of Demo­
cratic opposition in the Senate to the governor’s recom­
mendations and charges that Nutter was linked with the 
John Birch Society.
Of five editorials, three were unfavorable.
The Enterprise had a circulation of 2,933 in 1961.
M ILES C IT Y  STA R
The Star, with a circulation of 4,770, was seventh in total 
stories and eighth in total column inches of news coverage. 
Almost 90 per cent of the coverage was favorable.
Both editorials printed during the period studied were 
favorable.
MISSOULA M ISSOULIAN
The state’s fourth largest daily, the Missoulian, ranked 
first in total news stories about Nutter and second in total 
column inches. Of 269 stories, 231 were favorable.
The Missoulian also topped the other dailies with its 16 
editorials totaling 215 column-inches. Fourteen were favor­
able, two unfavorable.
Conclusions
To judge the Montana press in toto is— of course— diffi­
cult. But statistics show that news stories and editorials in 
the 14 dailies were overwhelmingly favorable toward the 
governor and his administration.
Most of the papers relied heavily on the wire services for 
coverage of the state government. Critical articles in each 
newspaper usually originated with the AP or UPI. Even 
when an incident of local interest occurred, the newspaper 
in that town usually would use the wire service story. For 
instance, the Havre Daily News and the Bozeman Daily 
Chronicle used wire stories to report the interaction between 
Nutter and the presidents of university units in those towns. 
There was no local coverage of many specific stories impor­
tant to residents served by individual dailies.
Statistics reveal, moreover, that the wire services supplied 
more than half of the stories about Nutter that appeared in 
the 11 newspapers subscribing to the AP or UPI. In some 
cases, from 70 to 80 per cent of the coverage was derived 
from the wire services. The Great Falls Tribune and the 
Helena Independent Record were the only papers with re­
porters assigned to the capital.
The prerogative to criticize the governor and the state 
administration was not utilized extensively in any of the 
publications. Nor did editorial writers point out that al­
though they were satisfied with the governor’s record, dis­
satisfaction existed elsewhere in the state.
Generally, the press presented in its editorials and news 
stories a favorable image of Nutter.
If fault is to be found with the Montana dailies, it lies 
in the quality of news coverage and editorial comment. Per­
haps the papers reported government activities as extensively 
as they could, but their editorial columns could have been 
more forceful, analytical and perceptive.
The Montana daily press did not function as a check on 
Governor Nutter. It chose, instead, to bolster his existing 
image as a dynamic, aggressive politician.
1964 Directory of Montana Broadcasters
The sixth edition of the Directory of Montana Broadcasters 
may be ordered from the Bureau of Press and Broadcasting 
Research, School of Journalism, Montana State University.
Rolf Olson, a graduate assistant in the School of Journal­
ism, compiled the material for the 53-page booklet.
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OBITUARIES: THE DELICATE 
DESCRIPTION OF LIFE AND DEATH
By W A R R E N  J. B R I E R
Professor Brier, editor of the Montana Journalism Review, contends that 
obituaries frequently are slighted in discussions and readings about news­
writing techniques. In this article, written primarily for students of journalism, 
he explores some of the methods used in preparing obituaries. Professor Brier, 
in his second year at MSU, has taught at the University of Southern California 
and San Diego State College. H e has worked for the Associated Press in Los 
Angeles, Seattle, and Helena and for the Seattle Times and the Seattle Post- 
Intelligencer.
Lizzie Miles, a laughing, mountainous, born-and-bred 
Bourbon Streeter who belted them out for the jazz 
bands of Kid Ory, died today at 68.
Benjamin F. Fairless, a coal miner’s son who became 
head of the huge U.S. Steel Corp., died Monday in his 
home.
Dugald Semple, vegetarian and naturalist who lec­
tured on how to live forever, died in a nursing home 
Sunday at 79.
A1 Jennings, said to have been one of the most 
feared bad men in the blazing youth of the Southwest, 
died at 97 Tuesday with his boots off.
The famous, the ordinary, the infamous—all become news 
when they die. The final chapters of human lives have 
provided such copy since the first—and only—issue of the 
pioneer newspaper in America—the Boston Public\ Occur­
rences Both Forreign and D o m e s t i c In 1690 it reported 
a “very Tragical Accident at Water-Town” in which an 
old man of “somewhat a silent and morose temper” was 
found hanged in a cow-house.
A reporter often writes obituaries on his first day or hour 
of work. And he may continue to write them until he 
retires. Even if he specializes, the newspaper writer may 
prepare obits on persons known in the field he covers. But 
despite their importance, obituaries frequently are glossed 
over or ignored in textbooks on newspaper writing tech­
niques. Unless the beginning writer takes a long look at 
some well-written examples, he may assume the obituary 
lead and structure differ from those of other news stories. 
They don’t.
Moreover, just as there is no one way to write a news
story about a bank holdup, no single method exists for 
writing an obit. Consider, for example, these leads on the 
death of actor Clark Gable:
Clark Gable, undisputed king of Hollywood for 30 
years, is dead.1
The King is dead.* 23 *
Clark Gable died at Hollywood Presbyterian Hospital 
Wednesday at 11 p.m.8
All are short, uncluttered, precise—and different. The 
second lead probably wouldn’t have been appropriate out­
side Los Angeles, but it told the story in four short words 
in an area where “The King” and Gable were synonymous.
The Obituary Lead
The experienced newspaper writer seizes upon the one 
fact, event or characteristic that made the deceased person 
different from other human beings—then puts it in the lead. 
Here are examples:
Andre Houpert, an early aviator who was said to have 
been the first man to fly over Mexico City, died Thurs­
day in Flushing Hospital in Queens.1
Arthur R. Vinton, known to millions of radio listeners 
in the 1940’s as "The Shadow,” died Tuesday at his 
home in Guadalajara, Mexico.5
‘Los Angeles M irror
2Los Angeles Examiner
®Los Angeles Tim es
*New York Tim es
Associated Press
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Adeline de W alt Reynolds, who began acting at 70, 
is dead at 98.®
Paul M. Butler, 56, former chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee, died today following a heart at­
tack.7
F rank Fay, old-time vaudeville comedian whose great­
est role was playing straight man to an invisible rabbit 
named "Harvey,” is dead at 62.®
Alec Templeton, 52, concert pianist and satirist who 
rose to international fame though blind since birth, died 
at his home here Thursday.®
A former railroad conductor, told by doctors that he 
probably wouldn’t live past age 21, died Thursday at 
101.10
Grace Metalious, a teacher’s wife who leaped into 
national prominence with her book "Peyton Place,” died 
today at 3 8 “
If a person has lived an exciting life, the reporter tries to 
inject that excitement into the lead. For instance:
Attorney Jerry Giesler, the last of the great defenders 
of the damned, died today.12
Fritz Kreisler, one of the greatest violinists of the 
20th century, died Monday— old, enfeebled, leaving 
behind in the world of music only the fading echo of 
his great genius. He laid down his bow 12 years ago.
" I  live in memories,” he said a few years ago. . . . 
Bitterness was a companion in his final years.13
Henri Charpentier, sometimes called the Toscanini of 
the kitchen spatula, died Sunday at his Redondo Beach 
home. He was 81.14
Former Governor Earl K. Long, the madcap "last of 
the red-hot papas,” paid with his life today for the 
greatest political victory he ever won.
Dr. R. U. Parrott said the 65-year-old Long "just 
rolled over and died” under an oxygen tent. Long had 
been in a hospital since winning election to Congress 
August 23 over fantastic obstacles.15
Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, widow of the President who 
shaped the League of Nations, has died at the stately 
brick town house where she cared for her stricken hus­
band until his death in 1924. She was 89.* 18 *
Occasionally, circumstances surrounding a person’s death 
merit attention in the lead. When an elderly man died while 
dancing the twist, one newspaper said:
*Ibid. (Howard Heyn)
7Ibid.
8Los Angeles Mirror 
®Chicago Tribune Press Service 
“ Associated Press 
"Ibid.
“ Los Angeles Mirror 
“ Associated Press 
“ Los Angeles Times 
“ United Press International 
“ Associated Press
A 79-year-old man dropped dead, apparently of a heart 
attack, Tuesday night as he was doing the twist with 500 
others in the ballroom at 1024 S. Grand Ave.
He was Bernard Tamplin, a real estate broker. . . .”
Other examples:
An aged Glendale man died at the wheel of his car 
Friday after being told he had failed the driver’s test 
for renewal of his license.
Robert Galbraith, 80, of 414 Thomas Ave., slumped 
over his steering wheel in front of the Department of 
Motor Vehicles office seconds after the inspector stepped 
from the car.18
I. G. (Ike) Morgan, 56, vice president of Texaco,
Inc., and chief executive officer of the company here, 
collapsed and died Thursday while addressing an oil 
industry meeting in the Statler Hilton.1®
Playwright Moss Hart died of a heart attack today as 
he was getting into his car with his wife, actress Kitty 
Carlisle. He was 57 .20
Sen. Robert S. Kerr, D-Okla., one of the Senate’s 
biggest men in both size and influence— and reputed to 
be its wealthiest member, collapsed while talking to his 
doctor Tuesday and died minutes later.21
Hanns Ditisheim, 59, venturesome Swiss-born finan­
cier with a taste for the daring big deal, took the last 
plunge of his colorful life early yesterday from the roof 
of a 17-story building in the Bronx.22
As the Washington Post and Times Herald  tells its news­
men: “Next to the very fact of death itself, there is usually 
no news element in an obituary story as interesting to 
readers as the cause of death.”23 Frequently, the lead con­
tains that information:
A. Whitney Griswold, 56, president of Yale Uni­
versity, died Friday of cancer at his home.24
Boris Pasternak, 70, noted Russian poet, author of the 
controversial novel "D r. Zhivago” and winner of the 
1958 Nobel Prize for literature, died in his sleep last 
night.
“ Los Angeles M irror
“ Los Angeles Tim es
"Ibid .
U n ite d  Press International
“ Associated Press
22New York Daily News
23Post Script, April 1, 1963. It continued: "Recently our obituary 
pages reflect the disinclination of many families to give us the 
cause of death.
"This is a common and quite prevailing idiosyncrasy but one 
we ought to work at steadily to overcome.
"There are some causes of death that are invidious and that 
reflect upon the deceased or his family, but in the overwhelming 
number of cases this reluctance rests solely upon an old-fashioned 
superstition or false sense of reticence.
"Let us try to get the facts to the very best of our abilities so 
that we may convey to our readers a piece of information that 
will gratify a very universal human curiosity.”
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He had been confined to his bed since May 1 with 
lung cancer, a heart ailment and other infirmities, and 
for several days had been in a coma.* 5
Actor-director Gregory Ratoff, 63, died here early this 
morning. He had been under treatment for a leukemia- 
type blood disease.*6
Marilyn Monroe, blonde, beautiful and bewitched, was 
found dead Sunday in the bed of her Brentwood home, 
apparently the victim of an overdose of sleeping pills.*7
Prof. Friedrich Dessauer, 81, internationally known 
radiologist, died here Saturday after a long illness caused 
by his years of X-ray experiments.88
Bruno Richard Hauptmann walked into the Trenton 
State Prison death house today and sat down in the only 
unoccupied chair in the room.89
The State of New Jersey, which spent $1,200,000 to 
capture and convict Bruno Richard Hauptmann, executed 
him tonight with a penny’s worth of electricity.80
The Obituary Story
Once the lead has explained the key facts, the body of 
the obituary should relate in lucid, precise language the 
highlights of the deceased person’s life. No rule says the 
obit must be as grim as the fact of death; yet, many obits 
seem to be written as if the reporter had a heavy heart.
William Allen White, the fabled small town editor from 
Kansas, is said to have changed his writing style when he 
heard two men laughing at vain, pompous phrases he had 
used in an obit. White had said:
His name will be carved in the hearts of his country­
men and carved deep in the tablets of fame after the echo 
of other names will have died away and are lost forever.
Biographer David Hinshaw said White changed from a 
flamboyant to a simple style because of the incident.
Several devices can be used to show what the dead person 
had been like. Among them are:
(1 ) The well-remembered quip or saying. When H. L. 
Mencken died, obituaries recalled he once said readers should 
not mourn his passing; rather, they should remember him 
by winking at an ugly girl.
(2) T he anecdote. The AP’s obit of violinist Fritz 
Kreisler told these two stories:
Once he was hired to play in New York for a private 
party given by a wealthy society dowager. She asked him
“Associated Press
*lbid.
“United Press International 




how much he would charge. His answer was $10,000.
Then the matron said: "You know, Mr. Kreisler, that 
you may not mingle with the guests.” His reply: "W ell, 
then, madam, my fee is only $ 5,000.
An old man once stopped Kreisler on a street in 
downtown New York and asked how one gets to Carnegie 
Hall. Kreisler replied in one word: "Practice.”
(3 ) Description o f personal traits. Although the following 
is from a eulogy of New Yor\ Times reporter Mike Berger, 
and not from his obituary, it is a brilliant demonstration 
of how words can paint a picture of a man:
The fun is gone from the city room. Sweet, gentle 
Mike Berger is gone. Unselfish Mike Berger, who signed 
more bad notes and gave up more soft touches than any­
one else. Kind Mike Berger, who did more favors for 
scrub-women and elevator operators, porters, copy boys 
and even complete strangers, than anyone else would 
have dreamed of.
Impish Mike Berger, delighting his fellow reporters 
with some wild, incredible yarn that always turns out to 
be true; rousing them to great gusts of Rabelaisian 
laughter with some anecdote of his youth. Patient Mike 
Berger, sometimes doubled over his desk with pain from 
his stomach ulcers, but never, never complaining.
Mike was the master craftsman, never so happy as 
when he was batting out a big story under the gun of a 
deadline. . . .
When Jack (D oc) Kearns, manager of Jack Dempsey and 
other boxing champions, died in Miami, the Associated Press 
obituary used this quote:
" I ’ve told so many lies in giving out stories that some­
times I don’t know myself when the lies end and the 
truth begins,” Kearns said several months ago in discuss­
ing his fantastic career.
(4 ) The final utterance. When Vice President Alben 
Barkley collapsed and died, the press recorded the words 
he uttered in a speech just before he collapsed: “I would 
rather dwell in the House of the Lord than sit in the seat 
of the mighty.”
As Frederick Charles Wood, a cocky, confessed killer of 
five persons, was strapped in the electric chair at Sing Sing, 
he said: “I really want to ride the lightning. Gents, this is 
an educational project. You are about to witness the dam­
aging effect of electricity on Wood.”
Stories After Death
Sometimes the events that follow death are more unusual 
or significant than anything that occurred in a person’s 
lifetime. Here is an example:
In all his 85 years Walter Lavender never forgave the 
internal combustion engine for replacing the horse. He 
never rode in an auto.
His granddaughter, Jill  Cavanagh, told newsmen: "He
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once pointed to a motor hearse and said, 'I don’t want 
to go to my grave in one of them. It isn’t fit and 
proper.’ ” She added:
"W hen he knew he was dying, he made my grand­
mother and me promise that we would get him a horse- 
drawn hearse.”
At first the family had no success.
"There isn’t an undertaker in the country who still 
uses horses,” they were told.
But Walter will get his wish. A film studio is pro­
viding four bays and a splendid black carriage to carry 
the horse lover to his grave today.
Walter in life traveled in his own horse cart.
"W e had thought,” Mrs. Cavanagh said, "that if we 
couldn’t get this hearse we might take him to the ceme­
tery in his own cart, behind his old mare Brenda. But 
I’m afraid she might have been too frisky.”81
When a circus midget who had lived in Adanta died in 
1946, Frank Daniel of the Atlanta Journal wrote what is 
regarded by many as a classic lead:
A three-foot midget in a man-size world went to glory 
Friday in a six-foot grave.
And the final story about a man who had lived under­
ground:
They buried Charlie the Mole yesterday in a cemetery 
not far from where his burrowing exploits startled the 
city of New Orleans.82
When Lola Adams, queen of the nation’s gypsies, died 
in 1962, many newspapers reported her death. But neither 
the events of her lifetime nor her death approached the 
human-interest drama that occurred in the days preceding 
and including her funeral. More than 250 of her subjects, 
brightly garbed, flocked to Los Angeles from all parts of 
the country. The Los Angeles Herald-Express wrote:
A gypsy band played a mournful dirge as the bronze 
coffin left the mortuary bound for a Solemn High 
Requiem Mass at St. Aloysius Church. Traffic was 
snarled for blocks in the area as wailing mourners, heed­
less of the rain, followed the coffin to the hearse.
Queen Lola, laden with jewelry and with money— both 
paper and coins— placed in her coffin, was taken to the 
cemetery with all the ceremony of a reigning monarch. 
Afterwards, the manager of the mortuary had this problem: 
The mourners had brought piles of the Queen’s favorite 
foods so they would be available for her final journey, and 
many of the delicacies had been left at the funeral home.
Sometimes events following a death take a strange— per­
haps unique—course. Consider, for example, this UPI 
story:
W . W . Tunnell, who died six weeks ago, was elected 
Democratic chairman of Precinct 35 in Tyler, Tex., in 
Saturday’s primary election.
“ Associated Press 
32Ibid . (David Zinman)
Tunnell defeated C. W . Sessions, business manager for 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
228-117.
Conservative Democrats campaigned vigorously to get 
Tunnell elected so when the Smith County Democratic 
executive committee names a replacement for Tunnell, it 
will be a conservative.
Or this lead on a San Diego man who failed to accept 
the fact that his only son had been killed in World War II:
Thomas E. Sharp, wealthy San Diegan who died last 
November, left half of his fortune, estimated at $28 
million, to his dead son.88
Another example:
A divorce court judge in London ruled today you can’t 
divorce a dead man.
Judge Sir Jocelyn Simon decided in the court that a 
decree against a dead man is a nullity. He said:
"A  man can no more be divorced after his death than 
he can be married or sentenced to death.”
He set aside a decree granted to Mrs. Florence Heanan 
in an undefended case last December on the grounds of 
her husband’s desertion. The husband, David Heanan, 
died in September after being served with legal papers 
initiating the action.
The judge said Mrs. Heanan applied for the decree 
to be set aside because she wished to retain her widow’s ' 
rights. He said anyone affected by an order which is a 
nullity is entitled to have it set aside.84
Wills, of course, often are more newsworthy than any­
thing their writers did while alive. One will filed in Los 
Angeles attracted considerable attention when the court 
couldn’t decide if a punctuation mark was a comma or a < 
period. The amounts that would go to two benefactors • 
hinged on the answer.
Another will filed for probate in Los Angeles left specific ' 
sums to the dead man’s sons if they married women who . 
met certain intellectual and physical qualifications. The dead . 
man, a student of eugenics, wanted to produce “superior” ; 
grandchildren. The AP’s Joe Lewis wrote this lead:
A Harvard psychologist who died after a lifetime 
devoted to studying the human race has left a will 
designed to improve it.
Method: Cash bonuses for his two sons.
Condition: They and the wives they select must score 
well on a series of mental-physical-character tests.
Once the fact and circumstances of death are established, • 
the obituary deals with life, not death. It should be a precise, ] 
accurate, well-written mirror of that life. And the writer 
should proceed with the reader in mind— even those like i 
lawyer Clarence Darrow who said: “I have never killed 
anybody but I have read a lot of obituaries with relish.”
“ San Diego Tribune '
“ Associated Press
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B y J U D I T H  M c V E Y
Miss McVey, a 1961 graduate of the M SU School of Journalism, is the daugh­
ter of George W. McVey, longtime editorial writer for the Butte Montana 
Standard. She has worked for the Cut Bank Pioneer Press, Missoula Missoulian, 
Spokane (W ash.) Spokesman-Review, and the Wisconsin State Journal in 
Madison. As the fourth M SU journalism graduate awarded a $2 ,500  Inter- 
American Press Association scholarship, she has continued her studies in 
' Santiago, Chile, since February, 1962. For the past two years, she also has 
been employed by the weekly South Pacific Mail, the only English-language 
newspaper in Chile.
The Chilean press, reflecting the interests and habits of 
| this geographically odd nation, thrives on soccer, lotteries 
I and politics.
Reports of athletic events, particularly soccer, frequently 
take all of page one. Many publications boost sports cover­
age to increase circulation. Sales are good early in the week 
because Monday papers contain the soccer results and weekly 
lottery winners are announced on Monday and Tuesday.
If Chileans have bad eyesight, the malady surely must 
I be linked to scanning pages of six-point lottery numbers. 
Readers plan purchases and juggle household budgets with 
the laws of chance in mind.
The national flair for gambling extends to horse racing, 
as one observes in its comprehensive press coverage. And 
routine news bows each September 15 to the opening of 
the gambling casino in Vina del Mar, Chile’s Monte Carlo 
perched on the brink of the Pacific fewer than two hours 
from Santiago.
During the summer months— January through March— 
the news focus shifts from the capital to Vina del Mar when 
the who’s who arrive at the gambling establishments and 
nearby sea resorts. Theater groups, artists and musicians 
tag along.
Many afternoon tabloids are characterized by gossip, so
inherent a national trait that Chileans have special words 
for it, copuchas, and the person who indulges in it, copu- 
chenta.
In left-wing and sensational papers, headlines—splotched 
in red and green across front pages—are imaginative and 
sometimes humorous, attracting the immediate attention of 
elbowing crowds in downtown Santiago. One soon dis­
covers, after reading columns of unattributed details, that 
headlines may have little or no relation to statements in the 
stories.
At times, illustrations exceed even liberal limits of dis­
cretion, but many readers—accustomed to pictures of naked, 
maimed or dismembered bodies—ignore them, suggesting 
they encourage readership among the less educated.
The Chilean Congress recently passed a law that sup­
posedly will eliminate libelous statements and what it terms 
unethical journalism. But the law tends to restrict freedom 
of the press by imposing censorship.1
The content of the press mirrors the fact that Chileans 
are deeply concerned with political activities, drinking them 
in with as much gusto as the country’s famous wines.
T o r a concise discussion of the law, see Jose M. Orlando, "Chilean 
Law Limits Coverage of Crime,” Editor & Publisher, Feb. 29, 
1964, p. 39.
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Each newspaper has a political orientation to which its 
“objectivity” is directly related. So when the news columns 
of the Communist daily, El Siglo, refer to the Peace Corps 
as a Yankee spy organization, it is being “objective.”
Sensational and written in typical Communist jargon, 
El Siglo frequently mentions camaradas, imperialistas, capi­
talist as and Yanquis. Its four to six pages sport red head­
lines but carry little advertising. Foreign news reports are 
printed from the Communist China news agency, Sinjua, 
which has a correspondent in Chile and hints of the ideo­
logical split in the Chilean Communist Party, and the Cuban 
press agency, Prensa Latina.
El Siglo might fool the reader into believing that the Left 
or Popular Front faction—which includes Communists, 
Socialists and splinter political elements— is poorly repre­
sented. Actually, that political group is well and cleverly 
represented by a morning tabloid, El Clarin.
On the surface, El Clarin appears to be nothing more 
than a loud, red tabloid. It claims the largest circulation 
in Santiago, though available figures place its estimated 
75,000 press run behind El Mercurio with 82,000 (160,000 
Sunday) and La Tercera, a morning tabloid with 80,000 
(110,000 Sunday). But El Clarin may be the most widely 
read newspaper in the city; its interesting articles, wry humor 
and subtle ridicule are digested as fact by thousands.
VIO LEN CE PLA YED  DOW N
El Mercurio, Chile’s most serious newspaper, purports to 
be independent. But it actually supports the Liberal Party. 
The newspaper often plays down or ignores riots, demon­
strations, strikes and crimes which it apparently considers 
distasteful.
Conservative and unimaginative, El Mercurio’s gray but 
tidy makeup rambles on for 30 to 60 pages packed with 
advertising. Its thorough financial and foreign coverage 
has no match in other newspapers. In addition to reports 
from UPI, AFP, Reuters and AP, it offers notable regional 
coverage and a Sunday summary of the week’s news. More­
over, it publishes all transcripts of Senate sessions.
La Nacion, the government newspaper, presents the ad­
ministration’s current views and prints transcripts of sessions 
of the House of Representatives and a special sports supple­
ment. With 22 pages, it has an approximate press run of 
25,000.
El Diario Illustrado, which represents the viewpoints of 
the Conservative Party as well as the Catholic sector, usually 
has 14 to 16 pages. With an estimated press run of 10,000, 
its circulation may be the lowest of all the dailies. Many 
predict it will fail soon unless the right-wing candidate wins 
in the September, 1964, presidential elections.
El Diario Illustrado is one of a few newspapers that pre­
sents articles that might be labeled features. Imaginative 
stories and depth reports are rarely found in Chilean news­
papers. The Chilean journalist, used to handouts, accepts 
them passively. He is quick to report the obvious but seldom 
digs into a story unless a scandal is involved.
Typographically, one of the best newspapers in Chile is 
La Union in the seaport city of Valparaiso. L a Union col­
laborated with the Copley News Service to improve its 
appearance as did Las Ultimas Noticias, a Santiago tabloid 
printed by the El Mercurio publishing organization.
The well-informed resident of Chile must—rather obvi­
ously— read more than one newspaper.
CRITIC ISM  D ECRIED
Curiously, a stigma falls on the Chilean reporter who 
dares criticize his country, though his statements may be 
objective. And Chileans tolerate a foreigner’s criticism even 
less, especially if it appears unjustified.
Under law, an injured party in Chile can compel a news­
paper to publish his reply, using the same size headlines, 
the same section of the paper and equal space.2 But most 
injured parties are not satisfied unless they succeed in having 
the editor jailed for a week or two, a retribution often 
experienced by left-wing and sensational journalists.
2See Diane Stanley, "The Press in Chile— The Rectification Law,” 
Nteman Reports, January 1961, pp. 27-31.
1964 Directory of Montana High 
School Journalism Advisers
The second edition of the Directory of Publications 
Advisers in Montana High Schools is available from the 
Montana Interscholastic Editorial Association, School of 
Journalism, Montana State University.
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R E S E A R C H
SUMMARIES
This section is devoted to summaries of research reports written by 
students as term papers for classes in the MSU School of Journalism.
A COMPARISON OF THE CRONKITE, 
HUNTLEY-BRINKLEY NEWS BROADCASTS
By R A Y M O N D  D I L L E Y *
In September, 1963, two major televi­
sion networks expanded their 15-minute 
evening news programs to a half hour.
The 30-minute “CBS Evening News 
with Walter Cronkite” was begun on 
September 20. Within a week, N BC ex­
panded its “Huntley-Brinkley Report.” 
The programs were offered at the same 
time.
After the novelty of the revised format 
had worn off, a basic question remained: 
Beneath the style and glamour of the 
newscasters’ personalities, what was being 
done with the news? That question 
prompted this study—a content analysis 
and comparison of the two news broad­
casts.
The study does not pretend to furnish 
a detailed, conclusive comparison of the 
two programs. Rather, it indicates, by 
analyzing a sampling of the programs, 
how their contents corresponded and dif­
fered in a specific period.
T H E  PROGRAM S
Huntley-Brinkley Report (N B C ). Chet 
Huntley in New York and David Brink­
ley in Washington use a simple, direct 
formula to present the news. The pro­
gram begins with Huntley’s crisp, almost 
solemn greeting, “Good evening.” He 
presents the top story of the day, fol­
lowed soon by flash cards portraying 
the two broadcasters in serious, intense 
concentration. Their image is dependable 
and reassuring.
Aided by NBC correspondents, Hunt- 
ley and Brinkley report between 12 and 
18 news stories on each program, utiliz­
ing an average of six on-the-spot films. 
With few exceptions, each news item is 
accompanied by a large still photo flashed 
on a screen or by film. In the final 10 
minutes, staff member Roy Neil usually 
appears for about four minutes with late 
developments and follow-ups to stories 
covered previously on the program. Then 
Huntley-Brinkley return with one im­
portant story and an anecdote or feature 
to cap the broadcast.
The transition from Huntley to Brink- 
ley and back is done smoothly with the 
newscaster on the air saying the first 
name of the other when the shift is 
made.
Huntley, serious and matter-of-fact, 
appears occasionally to use his voice and 
facial expressions to give stories a tone 
and character that correspond with the 
nature of the news. Brinkley seems to 
complement Huntley, punctuating some 
items with light and punchy sarcasm. 
He handles most of the lighter stories, 
and he usually presents the quip or 
feature at the end of the program.
CBS Evening News with Walter 
Cronkite. Simplicity of presentation and 
a certain aura of formality characterize 
Walter Cronkite’s broadcast style. The 
viewer is greeted by Cronkite at his 
desk in the foreground and several staff 
members at work in the background. The 
subdued sound of teletypes is heard pre­
ceding an announcer who introduces the 
program and names the correspondents 
who will participate in presenting the 
news.
#Mr. Dilley is a graduate student in the 
MSU School of Journalism. This article is 
a summary of a paper he submitted in 
the course Methods of Journalism Research. 
He was assisted by Printer Bowler, a 
graduate student in journalism.
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Cronkite’s lead story may take from 
six to seven minutes. It is followed by 
a lead for a second story, then a com­
mercial.
Feature stories, sometimes humorous, 
usually are placed toward the end of 
the program. During the broadcasts 
studied, those stories nearly always were 
presented by correspondents.
Cronkite’s simple, positive, formal 
image is typified by his closing remark, 
“And that’s the way it is, November 21, 
1963.”
T H E  M ETH O D
Ten programs were selected at random 
between October 21 and November 21, 
1963. One student observed the Huntley- 
Brinkley program,while another watched 
the Cronkite broadcast. In each view­
ing period, the students compiled infor­
mation on the following: Number of 
news stories broadcast; number of stories 
and total time with film or correspon­
dents; number of similar news stories; 
number of dissimilar news stories; num­
ber of feature stories, and number of 
news stories that could be classified as 
national, international, U.S. political, and 
integration coverage.
RESU LTS
Total news stories: During the 10 
broadcasts, C r o n k i t e  presented 163 
news stories compared with 153 for 
Huntley-Brinkley. Fifty-seven of the 
Cronkite stories used film or corres­
pondents compared with 59 for Huntley- 
Brinkley.
Similar news stories. Seventy of the 
stories on the programs were similar in 
news content. Cronkite devoted 106 min­
utes to these stories compared with 114 
for Huntley-Brinkley. Film or corres­
pondents took up 76 minutes on the
Cronkite reports and 81 minutes on the 
Huntley-Brinkley broadcasts.
Dissimilar news stories. Cronkite re­
ported 93 stories not covered by Huntley- 
Brinkley. Huntley-Brinkley covered 83 
not mentioned by Cronkite. Thirty-five 
Cronkite stories used film or corres­
pondents compared with 31 for Huntley- 
Brinkley.
Feature stories. Neither program used 
feature stories frequently. Fourteen ap­
peared on the Cronkite broadcasts, 11 on 
Huntley-Brinkley. Cronkite, however, 
devoted considerably more time to fea­
ture material— 48 minutes, compared 
with 25 minutes for Huntley-Brinkley. 
Nearly all of the feature stories on both 
broadcasts used film or correspondents.
[In the following categories, some 
stories were counted more than once. For 
example, some national news stories also 
were recorded as political stories.]
National _ news. Cronkite used 104 
stories that could be classified as national 
news; Huntley-Brinkley used 93. A total 
of 179 minutes was given to national 
news on the Cronkite broadcasts com­
pared with 139 on Huntley-Brinkley.
International news. Fifty-three interna­
tional news items appeared on the Cron­
kite report, compared with 56 on Hunt­
ley-Brinkley. Cronkite devoted 101 min­
utes to those stories, Huntley-Brinkley 92. 
Huntley-Brinkley used more film and 
reports from correspondents—24 stories 
totaling 65 minutes, compared with 14 
stories totaling 30 minutes for Cronkite.
U.S. political news. Only one story 
separated the two programs in number 
of political items: Cronkite had 16, 
Huntley-Brinkley 17. Cronkite devoted 
more time to politics with a total of 33 
minutes to Huntley-Brinkley’s 25 min­
utes. And Cronkite relied more on film 
and correspondents, using them for nine 
stories to Huntley-Brinkley’s six.
Integration news. The Cronkite pro­
gram carried nine stories about integra­
tion compared with six for Huntley- 
Brinkley. However, Cronkite gave much 
more time to the subject—20 minutes, to 
six minutes for Huntley-Brinkley.
CONCLUSIONS
The most significant finding of the 
content analysis was the similarity of the 
two programs. The differences that did 
exist in program content and scope were 
meaningful in only a few instances. 
Cronkite presented 163 news stories to 
153 for Huntley-Brinkley. Cronkite used 
films or correspondents 57 times to 59 
for Huntley-Brinkley. And in 70 in­
stances the programs reported the same 
story on the same night.
A striking similarity also is seen in the 
international news category: Cronkite 
presented 53 stories, Huntley-Brinkley 
56. Moreover, Cronkite devoted 101 min­
utes to international items to 92 minutes 
for Huntley-Brinkley.
The programs corresponded closely in 
the political news category, with 16 
stories for Cronkite and 17 for Huntley- 
Brinkley.
Principal areas in which the programs 
differed were:
Integration news— Cronkite (20 min­
utes), Huntley-Brinkley (6 minutes);
Use of films and correspondents in in­
ternational news reports— Huntley-Brink­
ley (65 minutes), Cronkite (30 minutes);
Feature stories— Cronkite (48 min­
utes), Huntley-Brinkley (25 minutes).
The programs also corresponded closely 
in lead stories. They covered the same 
event on 70 per cent of the broadcasts. 
Little similarity existed, however, in the 
order or placement of subsequent stories 
reporting the same news event.
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READERSHIP OF NEWSPAPER COMICS 
BY HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS
By R O L F  O L S O N *
The Newspaper Comics Council esti­
mates that 75 to 85 per cent of all adults 
and 95 per cent of all children read 
comics. But certain questions remain un­
answered at a local level: Which comics 
are liked best; which age groups prefer 
which comics; which comics are disliked 
and why, and what can be done to im­
prove comics? This study attempts to 
indicate answers to those questions in 
one city— Missoula, Mont.
T H E  M ETH O D
Two groups—high school sophomores 
and freshmen and college sophomores 
> and freshmen—filled out questionnaires 
seeking information about readership of 
comics. The sample comprised 100 stu- 
K dents.
j  Respondents were asked specific ques- 
| tions to determine:
Depth of familiarity with comics; 
Reasons for liking comics;
| Reasons for disliking comics;
Which comics are preferred.
To assist the respondents, a list of 44 
f comic strips that appear in the Missoula 
Missoulian and the Great Falls Tribune, 
. which also is sold by subscription in Mis­
soula, was attached to the questionnaire. 
I  The final question asked students to 
I  rate the comics.
R ESU LTS
i
Depth o f familiarity with comics. Re­
spondents were asked informational 
questions requiring answers that would 
indicate careful study of particular comics 
as opposed to casual readership. It was 
found, for example, that 44 per cent 
of the respondents could link “Clovia”
and “Uncle Avery” with the “Gasoline 
Alley” comic strip. But only 9 per cent 
could identify Milton Caniff as the 
creator of “Steve Canyon” or Hank 
Ketcham as the originator of “Dennis 
the Menace.” In contrast, 30 per cent 
knew that A1 Capp drew the “L i’l 
Abner” strip.
Answers in this category suggest that 
readership in many instances is thorough, 
in others quite superficial.
Reasons for lining comics. The ques­
tionnaire asked each respondent to list 
three favorite comics in order of pref­
erence. Then he was asked to select 
from 10 categories the reasons he chose 
those three comic strips. The replies, in 
rank order, were: “humorous,” “enter­
taining,” “true-to-life,” “adventurous,” 
“imaginative,” “other” (not specified), 
“challenging,” “informational,” “intel­
lectual” and “gives ideas.”
Reasons for disliking comics. Respond­
ents also were asked to list the reasons 
they did not read certain comics. The 
replies indicated that students disliked 
comics that emphasized drama, glamori- 
zation and distortion of real-life rela­
tionships. No student listed humor as a 
reason for disliking comics.
Both groups listed “uninteresting” and 
“pointless” as the key reasons for dis­
liking comics. Other reasons, in rank 
order for the combined groups, were: 
“childish,” “not humorous,” “unreal,” 
“other” (not specified), “poorly drawn,” 
“serial form” and “out-of-date.”
This category also indicated certain 
differences according to sex. Female re­
spondents did not enjoy the rough-shod, 
western type comic, such as “Rick
O’Shay,” as much as did the male stu­
dents.
Comtes most preferred. Both groups 
rated 44 comic strips according to a 
scale ranging from zero to five. The top 
10 comics, determined by combining 
points assigned by both groups, were in 
rank order: “Beetle Bailey,” “Archie,” 
“Blondie,” “Rick O’Shay,” “Peanuts,” 
“Dennis the Menace,” “They’ll Do It 
Every Time,” “Donald Duck,” “Dondi” 
and “L i’l Abner.”
CONCLUSIONS
The findings of this study indicate the 
following comic-strip readership patterns 
for college and high school freshmen and 
sophomores:
1. The best-liked comics incorporate 
life-like characters cast in realistic and 
humorous situations;
2. Cartoons depicting animated charac­
ters as human beings in humorous and 
realistic situations generally were rated 
as good;
3. Intellectual-type comics did not rank 
as high as was anticipated;
4. Comics, that fail to project well- 
defined characters are, in general, dis­
liked;
5. College and high school freshmen 
and sophomores do not differ appreci­
ably in their preference for comics.
*M r. Olson, a graduate student in the School 
of Journalism, has worked as a reporter 
for the Anchorage (Alaska) Times. He is 
a graduate of the MSU School of Journal­
ism and a former editor of the student 
newspaper, the Montana Kaimin. This article 
is a summary of a term report submitted 
for the class Methods of Journalism Re­
search.
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CORNELIUS HEDGES:
DIARY OF A PIONEER NEWSMAN
B y J U D I T H  F R A N K L I N *
Breakfast of pancakes. Finished my 
letter & went to town in time to go to 
church. . . . Prize fight today. Man hung 
last night in town. Weather fine.
So wrote Cornelius Hedges, later to 
become associate editor of the Helena 
(M ont.) H erald , in his diary on Sept. 
18, 1864. Now preserved by the Montana 
State Historical Society in Helena, the 
diary and other writings by Hedges re­
late in picturesque detail the aspirations 
and endeavors of the Montana pioneers.
Born in 1831 at Westfield, Mass., 
Hedges was educated in public schools, 
an academy, Yale College, where he 
earned a bachelor of arts degree in 1852 
and a master of arts degree in 1854, and 
the Harvard Law School.
In early 1864, he gave his wife, Edna, 
$60 and headed west, hiking, driving 
mules and sometimes enjoying the organ­
ized comforts of a wagon train. He ar­
rived in Virginia City, Mont., on July 
10, 1864, and that night wrote: “Every­
thing going on—auctions, goods selling 
cheaper than in the states— found it dif­
ferent than what I expected—no letters.”
In subsequent weeks he complained 
of lack of work.
“Getting blue in lying idle,” he wrote.
But the next day he was hired to shovel 
tailings and remarked it was the hardest 
day’s work he had ever done.
He managed to read regularly from 
the Bible, Coloiado Exploring Expedi­
tion by J. C. Ives, M iners Law for the 
Highland District (of Virginia City), 
works by Dickens, a borrowed issue of 
Atlantic Monthly and texts on botany.
In November, 1864, he wrote that a
man in Virginia City had urged him to 
get a writing job, but he had “little 
faith in it.”
On one occasion he wrote about a trial 
that was stopped at noon when the 
justice of the peace got hungry. The 
principals in the court action retired 
to a local saloon and, influenced by sev­
eral drinks, settled the case over a bar­
room table. Everyone was happy but 
the justice, who received no fee.
Hedges later moved to Helena, where 
he practiced law. His first job as a 
lawyer was to write a last-minute will 
for a gambler who had fatally shot a 
colleague. After the will was written, 
the man was hanged.
An alert scholar, Hedges saved two 
documents important to researchers to­
day. One is the original town plot of 
Helena, drawn in September, 1865, on 
foolscap. It is now in the archives of 
the Montana State Historical Society. 
The other is a map showing the routes 
that led to Virginia City in the 1860s. 
Hedges’ daughter once commented that 
the latter document was one of her 
father’s most valued possessions. On its 
back are notes he jotted down about 
deeds and interests in mining claims.
Hedges, appointed United States Dis­
trict Attorney for the Territory of Mon­
tana in 1865, is said to have gained an 
enviable reputation in the territorial 
courts.
Following a visit to the states, he 
embarked in 1868 on a series of tasks 
to improve the territory and the city of 
Helena. He assisted in founding the 
Helena public library, and in 1870 he
was a member of a party that explored 
an area later to become part of Yellow­
stone National Park, a realization of his 
own recommendation to the federal gov­
ernment.
In 1871 he was nominated by Presi­
dent Grant as United States Attorney 
for the Montana Territory. He subse­
quently served as Territorial Super­
intendent of Public Instruction. In that 
capacity he became involved in the de­
bate over racial segregation in Montana 
Territorial schools, arguing vigorously 
for integrated classrooms.
During his tenure as a school system 
administrator, Hedges appeared in the 
Helena Herald  both as a writer and as 
the subject of news stories. His articles 
were printed in the newspaper over a 
span of 30 years, and he later held the 
title of associate editor.
When the Montana Territorial Press 
Association was organized in 1885, 
Hedges signed the roll for the Helena 
Herald.
On the eve of statehood for Montana, 
Hedges was selected as one of 41 dele­
gates to the constitutional convention. 
Significantly, the delegates enjoyed a 
favorable press at the convention site— 
Helena.
When the first state legislature con­
vened on Nov. 8, 1889, Republican Cor­
nelius Hedges took his seat as the first 
state senator elected in Lewis and Clark 
County.
*This article is a summary of a paper 
submitted to the Senior Seminar in the 
MSU School of Journalism. Miss Franklin, 
a 1963 graduate in journalism, now works 
for K PTV  in Portland, Ore.
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B.A., M.A., University of Colorado; Ph.D., Oxford University, England. 
A Rhodes Scholar, Dean Blumberg is author of the book One-Party Press? 
and articles in several periodicals. He has worked for the Associated Press, 
the D enver (Colo.) Post, as assistant city editor of the Washington (D .C .) 
Post and T im es H erald , and associate editor of the Lincoln  (N eb.) Star and 
the Ashland  (N eb.) Gazette. Before coming to MSU as dean in 1956, he 
taught at the University of Nebraska and Michigan State University. In 1961, 
as an American Specialist for the Department of State, he went to Thailand 
to assist the press and aid in developing journalism education in that country.
B .J., M.A., University of Missouri. Before joining the MSU faculty in 1937, 
Professor Dugan worked as a reporter and editor on dailies and weeklies in 
Texas, a newsman for the United Press, and as public relations director of 
Hardin-Simmons University. He teaches public relations in M SU’s well-known 
School for Administrative Leadership and serves on staffs of agency in-service 
training programs. His articles, primarily on advertising, have appeared in 
several magazines.
B.A., University of Washington; M.S., Columbia University; Ph.D., State 
University of Iowa. Professor Brier’s experience includes work as a newsman 
for the Associated Press in Los Angeles, Seattle and Helena, a reporter for the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, and a copyreader for the Seattle Tim es. From 1957-59 
he served as a public relations officer in the Air Force. He has taught at San 
Diego State College and the University of Southern California. His articles 
on the early Pacific Northwest press have appeared in several journalism 
and historical periodicals.
B.A., Montana State University. Author of five books and many short stories 
and articles in the nation’s leading magazines, Professor Johnson worked 
as a magazine editor in New York for 15 years and as a staff member 
of the W hitefish  (M ont.) Pilot for two years. Two of her stories, “The Hang­
ing Tree” and “The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance,” were made into movies. 
In addition to teaching courses in magazine journalism, she is editor of 
M ontana Fourth Estate and secretary-manager of the Montana State Press 
Association.
B.A., M.A., State University of Iowa. Professor Hess has taught at the 
University of South Dakota, where he also served as production director of 
the University’s educational television station. He has worked as a producer- 
director at commercial television stations in Cedar Rapids, la., and Portland, 
Ore., a broadcaster for educational radio stations, in Chicago and Iowa City, 
la., and as a reporter for the M issoula (M ont.) Missoulian. He is director of 
the MSU Radio-Television Studios.
B.A., Southwest Missouri State College; B.J., M.A., University of Missouri. 
A printer and linotype operator while attending college, Professor Rea later 
edited two weekly newspapers in Missouri. He has edited the weekly Hood 
River (Ore.) N ew s  and has reported police, business and financial news for 
the daily Eugene  (Ore.) Register-Guard. From 1961-63, he served as county 
editor of the Register-Guard. Professor Rea also has worked as a public 
relations officer in the Air Force.
B.A., Montana State University. Mr. Richards joined the MSU faculty in 
1962 after 11 years as a radio-television announcer and newscaster. He has 
worked as director of news and public affairs for K.FBB Radio and Television, 
Great Falls, Mont.; news director of KGVO  Radio and KM SO Television, 
Missoula, Mont., and news editor of KREM  AM -FM -TV, Spokane, Wash. 
He has completed a master’s thesis about the history of Montana broadcasting.
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Journalism  Building, Montana State University 
Missoula, Montana
Education for Journalism 
at
Montana State University
The Montana State University School of Journalism was founded in 1914, 
six years after the establishment of the first journalism school in the United 
States. One of 46 schools and departments now accredited by the American 
Council on Education for Journalism, the MSU school is a charter member 
of the Association of Accredited Schools and Departments of Journalism.
The Journalism School curriculum is based on a broad cultural education. 
About three-fourths of the credits offered for the Bachelor of Arts in Jour­
nalism are earned in the humanities and social sciences. Journalism courses, 
dedicated to the highest professional standards, emphasize history, ethics, 
social responsibility and current problems as well as technical skills required 
for success in the communications industry.
School of Journalism, Montana State University, Missoula, Montana
36
Montana Journalism Review, Vol. 1 [2015], Iss. 7, Art. 1
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/mjr/vol1/iss7/1
